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Practice of the Times, 


By the foregoing and the preſent DI S- 
PENSATION: Whereby is manifeſted 
how the DEVIL works in the Myſtery, 
which none can underſtand and get the Victory 
over but thoſe that are armed with the Light, 

' that diſcovers the Temptation and. the Author 

thereof, and gives Victory ever him and his In- 

f ſtruments, who are now gone forth, as in the 

Beginning, from the true Friends of JESUS, 

having the Form of Godlineſs in Words, bur in 

Deed- deny the Power thereof; from ſuch we 

are eunmanded to turn away. 


Wi Un. ch is added in the POSTSCRIPT, 
| the Injury this Trading in Slaves doth the 


Commonwealth, humbly offer'd to all 
of a PUBLICK SPIRIT. 


The Second Edition, with Additions. 


Rememtbey them that are in Bonds, as bound with ibem; 
and them that ſuffer Adverſity, as being your ſelves 
in the Body, Heb. xiii. 3. H any Man love the World, 
the Love of the Father is not in him, 1 John ii. 15, 
He that leadeth into Caftivity, ball go into Captivity, 

Rev. x111. 10. | | 


| [ Printed for the AUTHOR, nn 1730. 


> 8 3 
3 


e rr fr SHEN 


Aſter this manner writeth the Author of 


the True-born Engliſhman of theſe 
Men-ftealers, 


The harmleſs natives baſely they trepan, 
And barter baubles for the ſou! of man ; 1 
The wretches they to chriſtian climes bring o'er, 
To ſerve worſe heathens than they did before. 

In vain you blame the Spaniards cruelty, 

Who many thouſand Indians did deſtroy 

Ar Mexico; yet to compare their ſlain 

With theſe, it's ſhort of this ſeverer pain : 

Both me and mine to thee and thine forever, 
Like a wheel that turns, to leave its turning never. 
In vain you talk to them of ſhades below, 
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They fcar no hell but where ſuch chriſtians go. ö th 
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PREFER FERRER FREE FERRER Rats 
TO THE 


Second-Day's Morning ME E TING, 


And to the Yearly Meeting of Friends 
aſſembled in London, for the eſta- 
pliſhing Truth and Righteouſneſs 
in the Earth; and unto all the 
Churches of Chriſt, Greeting, 


Dear Friends and Brethren, 
| Life ſalutes you in behalf 
? M of the teſtimony of Jeſus, 
Y | = which we have witneſſed 
2 ſufficiently to engage us in 
the affairs of truth, without bargain 
or hire; yet the ruling part amongſt 
us at this time, is ſo far gone from their 


flirſt love, which could not touch with 


the leaſt thing the judgment of truth 
Was againſt, who can now buy and ſell 
mankind and their ſeed for evermore, 
and yet retain their unity in the church; 
but there is a ſpirit raiſed amongſt us 
againſt the root and the branch, that di- 

vers friends have come to our yearly 
v meeting under the burden of it, but 


x were ſo ſtrongly oppoled, that that 
. matter 
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matter was leſt to our next yearly 


meeting, which I would hope will en- 


gage your help againſt the mighty, that 


we as a community may clear our- 


{elves and the truth thereof, that the 


heathen may not have caule againſtus, 
nor the weak go out of the way, nor the 
burden of the ſtrong be encreaſed ; for 


truly had I been committed as threat- 


ned by our chief judge, in the face of 


our annual meeting, for printing the en- 


ſuing treatiſe, and diſtributing them at 
my own charge, to clear my conſcience, 
it would not have moved me from my 


foundation, knowing that my God is o- 


ver all, and the truth I witneſſed over 
them that oppole my teſtimony againſt | 
this trade, which I underſtand hath its 


original in England, therefore T am con- 


cerned at this time to offer this treatiſe 


to your conſideration, or with ſubmiſ- 
ſion to any others that are affected with 
the principles of truth, that may intro- 
duce the matter to the helm by which 


the body is governed, that the ax being 
laid to the root we may be delivered 
from the corruption it brings forth am- 
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ong us, which if many of you were ſen- 
ſible of at home, Iam ready to believe 
it would not be ſuffered. e 
We have negroes flocking in upon us 
ſince the duty on them is reduced to 40s 
fer head for their importation, which 
makes a revenue of the evil inſtead of 
removing it; for we have frequently 
ſlaves ſold twice a week in ſight of my 


| habitation which is in the center of this 


city, by vendue or auction, with the 
beaſts, in ſight of our chriſtian magiſt- 
rates called Philadelphians, though this 
practice gives the greateſt lie to its ſig- 

nification, which is of ſuch ill favour 
to the infidels, that it cauſes them to 
rage againſt us, and to blaſpheme our 
holy profeſlion, and by ſo much the 
more, as it is practiced by ſuch as pre- 
tend to be the miniſters and friends of 


Chriſt; unto ſuch I applied (under 


great preſſure of ſpirit) both by word 
and writing, why ſuch an excellent te- 
ſtimony ſhould be ſacrificed to as dark 
an idol as can be worſhipped by turk or 
pagan, but receiving not from any the 
leaſt anſwer or ſatisfaction, engaged the 

enſuing, 
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enſuing, that I might be fully clear of 
it and them according to the meaſure 
of the ſpirit of Chriſt which I witneſ- 


ſed to give liberty to all nations and 


eoples without exception, and that 
ſuch as would ſet bounds to this bound- 
leſs love are antichriſts. 

And altho' I know that ſin and its 
author are bounded, and that if the love 
of chriſt diſperſes not the cloud it brings 
over us, his judgments will; yet to be 
delivered from the ſight of this ungrate- 
fal trade, and to enjoy my friends in a 


free country, would be a paradiſe to me, 


which engages me home to Liver poole, 
my native place, from whence J hope in 


the Lord's time to viſit you, or others 


thatare concerned for the truth of God, 

that unto ſuch I may more freely re- 
hearſe my exile into ſpiritual Egypt and 
Babylon, where in behalf of the afflicted 
my life was nothing worth, I was under 
ſuch cruel bondage, and often engaged 
in battel againſt ſpiritual wickedneſſes 


in high places, which is the very myſtery 


of iniquity, that the beaſt and the whore 
ſhould introduce their merchandize a- 
mongſt all our churches, It 
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It would fill a volume to relate the baſe 
original of this trade, and their ſeverity 
and poverty in their paſſage, of which they 
are a naked figure at their firſt landing in 
the Weſt Indies, that the buyer may inſpe& 
even their ſecret parts, leſt they ſhould 
be corrupted in their paſſage by the de- 
baucheries of thoſe that are called chris 
ſtians ; and being ſold to a people of a 
ſtrange language and manners to our goſ- 
pel, and evento the heathen, who deſpiſes 
the oppreſſor and their God, under ſuch 
circumſtances the poor creatures eaſily 
tranſgreſſing, are whipped naked to com- 


mon view, until their ſecret pores are 


ſnamefully extended beyond what may be 
rehearſed unto chaſte ears; and alſo for 
ſeeking their liberty, racked and burned 


to death, as lately at the Veſt Indies, which 


I would leave tothe juſt judgment of God, 
rather than diſplay the filthineſs of the 
whore; and return to the churches of 


Philadelphia, who to my greateſt won- 


derment were all defiled with it, tho' they 
meet in ſundry places of worſhip, can all 
agree to ſhake hands with men-ſtealers, 
the worſt of thieves; which altho' true I 
would not have mentioned, but that it 


4 might be conſidered by you and the bi- 


ſhops and miniſters of all churches; for 
| it 
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it is the ſelect in all that are redeemed 
from theſe pollutions, who are the true 
catholick church of Chriſt. 

And alſo ſuch as are concerned in the 
government, tor the good of the chriſtian 
ſtate, let us not be forgotten by them; 
for here is an open country (were ſlaves 
kept out) for our own poor to come and 
improve to the King a great monarchy, 
and to enjoy to themſelves the fulneſs of 
the earth, which this trade has very much 
intercepted, that ſome who through the 
divers misfortunes incident in humane af- 
fairs, being reduced where ſlaves abound, 
have ſtarved for want of buſineſs, for the 
rich need not, and the poor could not 
employ them, to adminiſter unto their 
neceſſities. - 
Was my ability as great as my affec- 
tion and loyalty to the king, and the re- 
gard J have for the meaneſt of his ſub- 


| jects, I would pourtray this matter be- 


fore him and his council, whom to men- 


tion engages my foul unto the Lord on 


their behalt, and the whole realm, as well 
28 


Your tribulated brother, 
Ralph Sandiford. 
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5 My F riendly Reader, 

7 1 | 

> # 7 N E R the Conſideration 
k 7 6 the Shortneſs of the Life 
E | + Man, and the End for 
-"W | 1 —#j*, || which he was created, en 
= | EFF all gaged my Mind to the Lord 


= that he would make known 
q his Truth unto me, beyond Cuſtom or Na- 
dition in which moſt content themſelves. 
Aud tho in the Time of Ignorance the Lord 
 * winks, and the ſincere in Heart in all So- 
i cieties "and Gatherings are owned by Him, 
| get if be farther manifeſts himſelf, who fhall 
| wha him? Thi in Believing I made 
not haſte, but deſired to try all Things, aud 
1 bola faſt. by that aniverſal Love 1 was then 


* Witneſs of, in which I travelled in my 
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Spirit for the Freedom and Redemption of 


the whole Body, as being a living Member 
thereof; Thi I am ſenſible it would much 
more have been recommended to thy Pernu- 
ſal, had it been done by an abler Hand, 
as many there are under the ſame Suffer- 
ing, to the Overthrow of the Faith of ſome. 
Yet rejoice not thou over ſuch, but be warn= 
ed by them, left thou aiſo fall. Yet to the 
Glory of the Grace and Power f the Lord, 
who cauſes Good to redvunud from Evil to 
theſe that lose him (which does not exenſe 


the Evil=doer ) that many have known De- 
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liverance from this atheiſtical Practice, of | „ 


trading in Slaves, and the Offence given 
by it, being thereby arove into the Sauctu- 


ary, where they have ſeen the Ground aud 


Nature thereof, and the Fruit it brings 

forth, the End of which is for the Fire; 
Therefore with a ſingle Eye to the Lord, 
and as it concerns thy own eternal Welfare. 
let it have its due Weight with thee before 


thy Day is deter mined, and receive it 4s a 


Token of Love, in "that Simplicity in 
which it is committed unto thee, in as few 


Hiords as my poor Capacity aud the Eaſe 
nf my Spirit will admit of, without the leaſt 
Prejudice to any Mortal, much leſs to the 
Gauſe oF re 9 or the true Minſtiers 
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Mutious into the ſame Love; and they that 
deſpiſe them in that, deſpiſe hiin that ſent 


them; and they that deuy him and his 
Goſpel before Men, them will he alſo deny 
before his Father and the holy Angels: Yet 
we are forewarned by our Lord, in try the 


Spirits which would go forth to deceive, if 
 pofible, the very Elet; and the Apoſtles 


ſaw them gone forth from amouzſt them, 
recommending the Believers for ther Pro- 
tection againſt ſuch, to the holy Union in 


them, in which they diſcern the Voice of 


the Lord from the Stranger's, who never 


ſince his Fall could bear the Light, much. 
* Jeſs his Inflruments, therefore it is a ſure 


Defence to the Righteous; for if the Trum 
pet give not a certain Sound, who ſball pre- 


pare for the Battle? ſhall ſuch then, who 


preach Chriſt in Mords, but in Actions are 


Autichriſts, bring forward the Church, or 


Perfect the Saints Faith, who in this Prac- 
tice are an Offence to both Jews and Gen- 


tiles, and to the Church of God. And 
let none think this too uncharitable a Fudge 
ment, conſidering the Nature of this Sin, 
ſeeing the leaſt unrepented of is damnable, 
. yet the greateſt Sin againſt Chriſt as the 
Son of Man, with true Repentance (which 
is always accompanied with Forſakiug and 
%% -, Reflitution) is pardouable thro' the great 


B 2 Mercy 
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0 Mercy of our God in his Son, which brings 
Joy to the very Angels in Heaven, and to 
ll: his Church aud Miniſters on Earth, whoſe . 
Hearts and Souls are open for the Gather= | 
ing of ſuch unto God. / 
Our Friend George Fox, in a Sermon 
taken in Shorthand as it was preached at | 
a Monthly-mecting in Barbadoes, tho' im _ « 
the Beginning of Time, when many at their |} 
Convincemwent had Slaves, he adviſed them © ©< 
70 uſe them well, and to bring them up im 1 
the Fear and Knowledge of God, and af= | 
ter a-reaſonable Service to ſet them free  « 
Which was far from enconraging them to 
buy more after their Convincement * For if 4 
they had gone back again into that Trade, 2 
4 
4 
A 
J. 
7, 
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what had their Convincement done for 
them, but bring them into greater Fudg- 
ment for their Diſobedience to the Manife= 
ftation © For before Friends were a People, 
many of them were valiant Men with the 
Sword, for which they were had in great © 
Eſteem amongſt Men, becauſe thereby they 10 
ſought the Nation's Deliverance from the 1. 
Oppreſſion of Prieſts, Phyſicians and Lau- 01 
vers, the one making a Trade of the Soul, 14 
the other of the Body, and the other of the et 
Property of the People: And when our gc 
Friend George Fox was called forth by /0 
the Lord to miniſter, not in the Wiſdom of fe 
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Man , Dy 
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gs Mau, for in that he was unlearned, but in 
to the Openings of Truth, which manifeſted 
Je to him wherein all theſe were out of the 
= Hay, and that by the univerſal Grace al! 

might be reſtored in their Services, both 
om for the Good of Soul and Body; which cau- 
at _ ſed theſe Worthies to lay down their Swords, 
in as unfit for the Carrying on of ſo great a 
ir ort, which muſt be done by a higher 
m Power, in which they went forth, having 
in the Sword of the Spirit, which gave them 
f= Viclory over Principalities and Powers, 
au ſpiritual Wickedneſſes in High Places 
to Aud while Friends ſtood here, teſtifying 
if © againft this Practice, and againſt every 
e, Thing that is high and lifted up, as incon= 
or ſiſtent with this glorious Day, then did 
- the Work proſper, that large Meetings were 
e& ſettled herein aud flouriſhed. But in Time 
e, this dark Trade creeping in amongſt us, to 
he the very Miniftry, becauſe of the Profit by 
at it, hath ſpread over others like a Leproſy, 
e 10 the Grief of the Honefi=hearted, that 
he they are conſtrained to ſcjourn in Meſech 
or dwell in the Tents of Kedar, the Habi= 
J, \ tation of Blood; which the hired Preach= 
he ers that live by the Law, have teſtified a- 
ir gainſt, as the higheſt Immorality which 
yy ſome have gone into when all others have 
of Jailed them, whereby their Hearers have 
„ | been 
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FF 
been convinced by them of the Fil of it. 
Aud ſball we fall ſhort and lay Waſte the 
antient Teſtimony, which was and is for 
the bringing down of all Oppre//ion and 
Violence, that inftead thereof cverlaſiing 
Righteouſneſs may bs eſtabliſbed, and we 
may have Confidence before God that we 
have a Conſcience void of Offence both to- 
wards God and towards all Men, is the 
fervent Deſire of 


Thy Friend in the Truth, 


R. J. 


4 ag . : _— 
— — — — | 


C 
$ -- 
9 
A 
w 
«__f 
0 
1 
= 
+. 4 
ww 


SS SSIS RR RISEN 


al 


„ 


76 


( 


[15] 


i #t+ 2 Ht 17411. e 


e RE e 

. PHE 0 
Pick 10 9 e : bf 
FEN 5 1 E FTT TATA 


The Myſtery of INIQUITY- 
IN IE 


EXAMINATION 


OF THE 
Praftice + the Times. 
1. 


4 257575757 Y FRIEND, Whomfo- 
5 Bin 1 ever Thou art that deals in 


760. 


Ii M Vades, or haſt any Fellow- 


5 * 7 ſhip therewith, in the Love 


3 


* 9655 »f God that deſires the Peace 
and the Reftoration of the whole Crea- 


tion, do I now Salute Thee, that thou 
mayeſt conſider the principle and Foun- 
4 dation on which this Practice ſta ands, 
: ince for cvery idle Word we muſt give 

an Account, and on all our Actions are 
7g ' cſtabliſhed an Eternity, and whomſoever 
| we 


ing, and being thus defeated in his evil 


[ 16 } 3 
we yield ourſelves to obey, his Servants | 
we are, whether of Sin unto Death, or 


of Obedience unto Lite. 


oy — ” 
CESS. VR. 7 
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II. For what comes from God, leads 2 
unto God; and what comes from the De- 
vil (who became ſuch by Rebellion) un- 


* 


to Death and Hell, where he is Centred; 


from whom all Wrath and Violence pro- 
ceeded. He was not created ſuch, nor 
his Angels, as is obſerv'd in the Epiſtle 
of Jude, that they fell from their firſt 
Eſtate, and left their Habitations Gd 


created them in: Which great Fall and 


Debaſement to Lucifer, ſo proud a Spi- 


rit that he is term'd the Son of the Morn- 


an Image of his own Eternity, who 1s 


all Love and Goodneſs in himſelf, and 


his Works are accordingly; and while + 


Man ſtood in this upright Lite, all was 
perfect Peace and Love, throughout the 


whole Creation of God, until Evil was 


introduced by the Inſinuations of the Ser- A 
pent, that envy'd the Happineſs thereof, 


and 
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3 Ee] 
and enticed our firſt Parents to eat of the 
forbidden Fruit, that was good of itſelf, 
being created by the Lord, but Evilunto 
ads them, in that they diſobey d the Holy 
575 Commandment. So that the Lord cre- 
un ated not Death, neither has he Pleaſure 
4 - in the deſtruction of the Living, but thro” 
Envy of the Devil came Death into the 
o World; and they that do hold on his 
ie Side, do find it ſo, drawing it to them 
1 by Diſobedience; as Eve immediately, 
- 36 and Adam inſtrumentally, giving Ear to 
wy 4 the Temptation, whereby the Mind be- 
rc came captivated to Luſt, which being 
Pi- conceived brought forth Sin, and Sin 
ny finiſhed brought forth Death, both to 
VI. the inward and the outward Man, and 
. Suffering and Degeneracy throughout 
97> the whole Creation, which groans and 
travels in Pain to be delivered, even un- 
an til now, through the evil Property and 


nts 
Or 
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ul, ; barbarous Diſpoſition of the Natural 

1 | Man; yet thro' the Mercy and good 
ad Will of God, in the promiſed Seed of the 
ile MWoman, he was not thus left, but put 
as yn a Capacity of being reſtored to his 
original Purity and Uprightneſs, where- 
by he governs the Creation in Love and 


IJenderneſs, that they partake of the 


; enefit of his Redemption, 


2 * = 
£ 83 * 
* 2 3 
— DE be. 
xr og 
e 


18 
III. And theſe two Births are emi- 
nently ſhewed utito us in Cain and Abel; 
Abels Geniture being of the Lord, 
through the promiſed Seed, unto which 
he was united, gave his Sacrifice Accep= 
tance, which raiſed Envy in Cain, who 
rejecting chis high Birth, as many now * 
do, tie became One with the Evil Pron 
perty that was introduced by his Father 
the Devil; and his Works of Violence 
and Oppreſſion (the Height of Wicked- 
neſs in reſpect to Men) he brought forth, 
which in Time ſpread over the whole 
Earth, for which the Lord deſtroyed 
them by the Deluge: And thus Cains 
Race ended, but his Image and Life re- 
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mains in all them that act in the ſame 


82 
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Principle. 


IV. Neither can theſe Negroes be 


Bec as being too nigh of Blood: 
ut Noahs Curie on Canaun the youngeſt 
Son of Ham, is thought a ſuitable original 
for the Negro Trade: But the Curſe is 
not fo extenſive as you would have it, . 
but is thus expreſſed, Curſed be Canaan, 
a Servant of Servants ſhall he be, unto his t. 
Brethren. So that he was to ſerve the th 
meaneſt of the Offspring of Sher and 

; Cc? ; +. 2 

Japheth 5 
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ES) 
. ++, Fapheth; but the Time came that the 
i. 7 : ! 

” * Canaanites were deſtroyed with amighty 
>, Deſtruction, according to the Promiſe of 
the Lord, Dent. vii. 23. and Fo/ephus, 
ch Lib. 4. Cap. 8. and other places. And 
P” their Land given unto the Seed of Abra- 
10 ; ham, as the Lord ſhewed him in a Viſion, 
when he ſojourned therein amongſt the 
O= ' Canaanites, that then had Poſſeſſion of it, 
I ' Genefis xii. 6, 7. alſo Judges the v. De- 
Bora in her Song, rejoices that the very 
d- Stars in their Courſes fought againſt 
h, Siſera, which is more fully expretied by 
#4 0 A e Lib. 5. Cap. I. G6. that the 


Lord fought againſt the Canaanites, with 


Hoſts of Judgments, until they were 
E= © deſtroyed : So that their Race is ended, 
* as well as that Diſpenſation; how then 

5 can theſe Negroes or Indians be Slaves 
to Chriſtians, who are the Lord's Free- 
men? But if theſe Negroes are Slaves of 
th Slaves according to the Curſe; Whoſe 


0 Tt „ 
1 Slaves then muſt their Maſters be? In 


- wy the Earth they ſought to Lord it, and 
4 then not only Beaſts but Men was their 
> | C 2 Prey; 


5 25 5h 
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[ 20 ] M 
Prey; and here Nimrod the Grandſon of ** 
Hun became a mighty Hunter before 
the Lord, as tho' in Defiance to Heaven 
he and his Adherents would reign Lords 
of the Earth; of which Nature you are, 
who can range Sea and Land tor your 
Pr CY. | be: 
V. It was the murderous Spirit of 
the Brethren of 7o/eph, that ſold him to 
the Iſbmaelites, the Seed of the Bond- 
Woman, and they again ſold him into 1 
Egypt, and though they paid for him 
by Bargain Twenty Pieces of Silver, yet 
it did not excuſe their Theft, as we 
may ſee by the Teſtimony of that righ- # 
teous Man, when inthe Dungeon, Indeed |. 
(faith he) I was ſtoln out of the Land of © 
the Hebrews, Gen. xl. 15. And thoſe * 
things being writ for our Learning, let 
us ſhun their Sins, that we may eſcape 
their Puniſhments; for God is a God of 
Juſtice, by whom Actions are weighed, © 
who regards all his Works, and will 
recompence all Wrongs ; and it is as 
conſiſtent with his Juſtice to xevenge the |; 
Cauſe of the Oppreſſed, as ibis with his 
Mercy to reward the Juſt. _ 19 
VI. And what greater Unjuſtice can 
be acted, than to rob a Man of his 
Liberty, which is more valuable than 
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” Life; and eſpecially after ſuch a manner 
as this, to take a Man from his Native 
Country, his Parents and Brethren, and 
ds other natural Enjoyments, and that by 
Stealth, or by way of Purchaſe from them 
that have no right to ſell them, whereby 
thou receiveſt the Theſt, which is as bad: 
And take them amongſt a People of a 
ſtrange Language, and unnatural Cli- 
mates, which is hard for them to bear 
/ whoſe Conſtitutions are tendered by the 
im Feat of their Native Country; for God 
et that made the World, and all Men of 
one Blood, that dwell upon the Face of 


h- the Earth, has appointed them Bounds 
ec: of their Habitations, Acts 17. 26. Shall 
of ve then undertake to remove them, 
ſe whereſoever Intereſt ſhall lead us, to fell 
et them for Slaves, Husband from Wife, 
pe and Children from both, like Beaſts, with 
of all their Increaſe, to the vileſt of Men, 
d, and their Offspring after them, to all 
il! Eternity: Oh! hard Lot! Oh! Eternal 
as # finking in Iniquity ; without Bottom or 
he þ/, Bounds, asto the Will of Man, therefore 
1s © 


as 7acoPTaid, of Simeon and Levi, In- 
" firuments of Cruelty are in their habitatious; 
n O my Soul, come not thou into their Secret, 
is mor be united in their Aſſembly, for in their 
n Anger they /lew a Man, ( but theſe _ 
2! J1A19 


1 
flain many) cur/ed be their Anger, for it is 
erce, & their Wrath, forit is cruel, to keep 
the Creaturethus in Bondage, whereby we 
entail Sin on our Poſterity, ad Infinitumn, 
tho' our Saviour ſays, he that dies therein, 
where he 1s gone ſhall never come. Like 


the Fews when they crucified Chriſt, de- 


fired his Blood might remain on them & 
their Children; and yet ſo blind were 
they, as many are now, thro' being ac- 
cuſtomed to Sin, that they ſee not this 
Trade to be an Evil, tho' it is maniieſt 


to a Child in the Light: But if the Light 


in us becomes Dark, how great is that 
Darkneſs, that ices not the Ground and 
Tendency of this Practice, and the De- 


ſign of the Enemy againſt the Church of 


Chriſt, in cauſing the Name of God to 


be Profaned, and the Truth to be Evil 


ſpoken of; as tho' the Principles there- 
of led to it ; which has ſcandalized and 
hindered the Goſpel of Chriſt among 
the Heathen, and Burthened the Up- 
right, and offended tender ſecking Souls, 
and cauſed them to dwell as = trom 
all Societies, where this Practice is in- 
dulged, and eſpecially in the Miniſtry, 
leſt they ſhould have Fellowſhip with 
that, that contradicts the Goſpel of 
Chriſt; and yet deſires nothing 3 

; than 
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than to be One with the Spirits of thoſe 
that are not defiled with this Iniquity, 
that now works in the Myſtery, in this 


Time of Peace, amongſt thoſe that pre- 


tend to the Diſpenſation of the Son of 
God, and yet have not fulfilled the 
Law of Moſes, unto which Negro Ma- 
ſters would recur for the Juſtihcation of 
their Practice; but let all ſuch be filent 
in the Cauſe of the Goſpel, neither let 
them charge the Law of God fooliſhly, 
which expreſsly forbids either the ſteal- 
ing of Men, or the receiving them, un- 


der the Penalty of Death, Exod. xxi. 16. 


Therefore deceive not thy own Soul, 
for according to thy Sowing ſo ſhall 


thy Reaping be; if to the Fleſh, Cor- 


ruption, but 1t to the Spirit, everlaſting 
Life. 

VII. Had Friends ſtood clear of this 
Practice, that it might have been anſwer- 
ed to the Traders in Slaves, That there 
is a People call'd 2 a7kers in Pen/ilvania, 
that will not own this Practice in Word 
or Deed, then would they have been a 
burning and a ſhining Light to theſe 
= Heathen, and a Precedent to the 

ations throughout the Univerſe, which 
might have brought them to have ſeen 
the 1111 of it in themſelves, and rm 
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L 24 
fied the Lord on our Behalf, and like 


the Queen of the Eaſt to have admired 
the Glory and Beauty of the Church of |: 


God. But inſtcad thereof, the tender 
Seed in the Honeſt-hearted is under Suf- 
fering, to ſce both Elders and Miniſters |} 
cloathed with the Linſcy-Woolſey Gar- 
ment, and their Offspring after them 
filling up the Meaſure of their Parents 
Iniquity ; which may. be ſuffered till 
ſuch Time that Recompence from him 
that is juſt to all his Creatures, opens 

that Eye the God of this World has 
blinded. Though I would not be un- 
derſtood to pervert the Order of the 
Body, which conſiſts of Servants and 
Maſters, and the Head cannot ſay to 
the Foot, 1 have no need of thee; but it 
is the converting Men's Liberty to our 
Wills, who have not, like the Gibeonrtes, 
offered themſelves willingly, or by Con- 
ſent given their Ear to the Door-poſt, 
but are made ſuch by Force, in that 
Nature that deſires to Lord it over their 
Fellow-Creatures, is what is to be ab- 
horred by all Chriſtians. _ 

VIII. Love to God, and Hoſpitality 


, os pul ds wo ll 


to Strangers, was recommended under | 


all Diſpenſations, hereby, ſaith the A- 


poſtle, ſome have entertained Angels uua- 
Wares, 


ES 
wares, whoſe Miſhon was to the righ- 
| teous Souls that ſought the Good of all 
. Men; as was teſtified of juſt Lot, that 
his righteous Soul was grieved with So- 
| dom's Filthineſs, which by the Apoſtle 
is linked with Murderers of Fathers, and 
+ Murderers of Mothers, and Men-ftealers, 
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all which by the Law are under the Sen- 
' | tence of Death. And were you ſo living 
| in the Body as to be ſenſible of the Suf- 
| 
| 


1 


Wc WS, 


— ———D—_—_—— — 


fering ſome, Souls go through on this 
Account, ſurely you would not be guilty 


| of it, but act as they that ſhall be judg- 
ed by the Law of Liberty. Beſides, j 
 F how can a Chriſtian, zcalous for the ! 
Name and Cauſe of Jeſus, deſire thoſe in | 
his Family, that are not of the ſame Belief | 
with him. Was it not the Mind of Jo- 
| fſbua, tho under the Law, that he aud 
his Houſe would ſerve the Lord. 7 
: IX. Alſo Abraham, in whoſe righ= 
teous Seed all the Families of the Farth 
are bleſſed, 1s emineat tor his Regard 
to the Lord's Covenant, in that he cau- 
fed all his Houſhold, both Children and 
Servants, whether born in his Houſe, or 
bought with Money, to be circum- 
ciſed with him, that they might keep 
| the Way of the Lord, Ger. xviii. 9. So 
that herein Abraham fought them to the 
| i) 5 Lord, 
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Lord, in the Faith, which was account- 


ed to him for Righteouſneſs, and his 


End was anſwered, for Abraham belie- 


ved God with all his Houſe, which, had 


he come by them as we do by the Ne- 5 
groes or Indian Slaves, they would hard- 


ly have regarded Abraham, or believed 
in the Lord, or nis Ordinance. But 
does this appear in this Trade, that we 
ſeek them to the Lord and his Goſpel, 


or their Liberty and Property to us and 


our Children, let the Impartial judge, 


ſince we go for them for that very end: 
Therefore you are ſhort of the Law, 


which muſt be fulfilled before a higher 
Diſpenſation is known, which Moſes te- 
ſtityed of, that thoſe Souls that would 
not obey ſhould be cut off; yet Moſes 


was faithful in that Diſpenſation, in mi- 
niſtring to Pharoah and Egypt for their 
Oppreſſion. And tho” they were Unbe- 
levers and held Iſrael as an Abomina- 
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tion unto them, yet it did not excuſe Þ 


them from being overthrown, and brand- 


ed accordingly with the Name of the | 


Houſe of Bondage throughout all Genera- 


tions. And then ue could not offer | 


their Offerings, neither could they ting 
the Lord's Song in the ftrange Land, 


but hung their Harps on the Willows 2 


when 
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Cay 
when they were captivated in Babylon, 
whom John the Divine ſaw ſhould be o- 


verthrown, as a great Milſtone in the 


Sea. Then will the Saints be glad and 
rejoice, that have not deiiled themſelves 
with any of her Merchandize, the worſt 
of which is Slaves and Souls of Men; and 
thoſe Virgin Souls, whoſe Garments are 
not ſpotted with the Fleſh, but are thus 
redeemed from the Earth, can ling the 
Song of Moſes the Servant of God, and 
the Song of the Lamb, ſaying, Great and 
marvellous are thy Works, Lord God Al- 
mighty ! juſt and true are thy Ways, thou 
King of Saints, Who ſball not fear thee, 
O Lord, and glorifie thy Name. for thots 
only art Holy, for all Nations ſhall come 
and worſbip before thee, for thy Fudgments 
are made manifeſt, And when we wit= 
neſs this Goſpel, Oh ! how does the 
Love of God in us abound, for the Wel- 
fare and Reſtoration of every living 


Creature, and eſpecially Mankind, that 


we may be redeemed from Babylon's Sins, 
whereby we may eſcape her Plagues. 

K. But to return to the Law, that 
was given to a hard- hearted People, un- 
to whom many Things were ſuffered on 


that Account, that they made Captives 


of thoſe they were at War with, and 
92 drove 
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1 | 
drove out the Inhabitants that poſſeſſed | 
the promiſed Land, which they had for= þ + 
feited by their Wickedneſs; but what is 

that to us, who are not at War with | 
theſe Negroes, neither can we ſay their 
Country is given unto us, or that we 
have a Command or a Diſpenſation for | 
the Trade; (a Permithon you have, and | 
ſo had Judas to betray Chriſt, and ſo Þ 
do you betray the Truth for Gain) yet 
ready are you to faſten on the hardeſt F 
'Thing that was ſuffered to them, while | 
you pretend to the Diſpenſation of that 
Grace and Truth that comes by Jcſus 
Chriſt. Yet even amongſt the Fews, if 
|| One became poor, to be ſold unto a 
[i Brother, or to a Stranger, any of his þ 1 
| Kin may redeem him; or, if able, he | * 
| may redeem himſelf ; and the Price of 
his Redemption ſhall be according to the 
Number of Years to the Year of Jubilee; 
and if he fails of theſe Opportunities of þ 
Redemption, the Jubilee ſhall releaſe 
him, not only from Servitude, but ſhall t 
reſtore him to his Family and Poſſeſſion. 1 
XI. Alſo, according to the Law of ; 
God, Exod. xxii. 3. if” a Thief cannot 1 
make full Reſtitution to the Owner, he | « 
ſhall be ſold for his Theft; which Law, | « 
were it in Force now, or Thieves con- 71 
| faned B 
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fined to Bridewells according to demerit, 
would more ſuppreſs Theft than Cutting 
; them off in their Sins; for Idleneſs be- 
ing generally the Cauſe, it might be re- 
moved by teaching them Labour, which 
may redound both to their and the pub- 
lick Benefit, and give them Opportunity 
. Þ to go out of the World in a better Con- 
6 dition. Or if our Minerals or Manu- 
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factures were improved by the Labour 


of ſuch Criminals, they would be a li- 
ving Teſtimony, to warn others by their 
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Bondage and Slavery, and a juſt Recom- 


; © pence tor their idle Practices, which lie 
heavy on thoſe that have done us no 
Wrong; Yet in that Love that cements 

the whole Creation, and beareth all 
Things, I would adviſe my Brethren, 
whether [ndiun, Moor or Tawney Slaves, 
for whom Chriſt has ſuffered, therefore 

let us his Creatures ſubmit with Patience 

to what our Lord has permitted in this 
World, as belicving that there is an E- 
ternal Region which ſwallows up this, 
wherein he will yindicate his Juſtice. 
Therefore for his Sake who ſuffered for 
us, in whom we may be free indeed, and 
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over the Heads of our Oppreſſors, and 


; over our preſent Suffering, whereby we 
may chcartully, for our little Time here, 
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fulfil 


1 


fulfil our daily Task, and gain the Love 
of thoſe we are under in the Land of our 
Captivity, which will prevent evil Words 


amongſt us, and Severity and Cruelty to- 
wards us, or otherwiſe they will treaſure 
up unto themſelves Wrath againſt the Day 
of Wrath, when we poſſeſs a boundleſs 
Liberty, in our eternal Habitations, in 
which we have a large Room when we 
are centred thereto. 

Alſo it any are under, or liable to be 
under the Sentence of Death for Theft, 
let them ſubmit unto it as juft unto them, 
having broken a known Law which ought 
to have been obeycd, not only with Re- 
gard to the Natural Life, but in an eſpe- 
cial Regard to its ſtriking at Unjuſtice, 
which leads to an eternal Death; there- 


fore with Submiſſion to the Law of Man, ; 


but chiefly with true Repentance before 


our Lord that was crucified between the 


Thieves for Sinners, let us, like the pe- 
nitent One on the Croſs, conteſs to the 
uſtneſs thereof for our evil Deeds, and 
ſeek unto him for Mercy, in which Con- 
dition he was received into the Lord's 
Favour; thcreiore deſpair not; yet, as 
the other was hardned, preſume not. 
Tho' certain it is, they ſuffered under 
the Power of Darkneſs in the Jes, 
mho 
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L 31 ] 
who rejected the Son to ſet free Bar- 
rabbas the Murderer, and they crucified 
the Thieves, all which is contrary to the 
expreſs Letter of the Law of God, and | 
the Law of Equity, which goes no far- 
ther for Theft than to make Reſtitution { 
in Subſtance or Service, which is more ö 
fully expreſſed by 7o/ephas, lib. 4. cap. 8. 
which our Friend George Fox preached ſ 
in his Time, as anſwering the Law of 
God, and the juſt Principle in all, which 
was before Tranſgreſſion was, or the Law 
againſt Sin was, which is holy, juſt and | 
good in its Miniſtration of Judgment, | 
againſt all Tranſgreſſion, and is an Evi- | 
dence to ſuch as break it, how far ſhort j 
they are of the Miniſtration of Righ- ſ 
tconſneſs in the Law of the Spirit of | 
Life in Chriſt, which contradicts: not, 
nor falls ſhort of, but tulfils the outward 
Law, which is ſo exact in the Miniſtra- 


tion of Juſtice and Equity, that it ap- [ 
pron Breach for Breach, Eyc for Eye, « 
'ooth tor Tooth, Burning tor Burning, 4 


and Blood for Blood, and that one Man- 
ner of Law ſhall be as well for the Stran- 
ger as tor one of their own Country, 
Lev. xxiv. 20. which alſo commands that 
they neither vex a Stranger, nor oppreſs 
him, ſceing they were Strangers in the 


J Land 
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Land of Egypt, Ex xxii. 21. And it ma- 
ny Times occurring that theſe Strangers 
the Negroes, have not the ſame Admi- 
niſtration of the Law to them as is to 
others, and that the Whites alſo are li- 
able to the Sentence of Death for Theft, 
which being contrary to the Law of God, 
and through the Regard which tender- 
minded People have to the Lite of Man, 
hinders them from proſecut ing the Law 
on Thieves, or Serving in Offices, or on 
Juries, tho' beſt qualified for ſuch Servi- 
ces, and would be very glad to the ut- 
moſt of their Power to ſuppreſs Theft, 
or any other national Evil, but dare go 
no farther than the Law of God admits 
of, therefore cannot be inſtrumental to 
hurry into Eternity ſuch unhappy Crea- 
tures, who being void of the Fear of 
God, and under the Inſtigations of the | v 
Devil, would rather hazard an untimely | a 
Death than be confined to labour for an 5 
honeſt Livelyhood, that they will glo- © 
ry ſo ſhort a Suffering ſhall not diminiſh S 
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their Licenciouſneſs: But when the Sen- It 
tence of Death is paſſed on them, and e 
they wait for their eternal Habitations 7 
according to their Deeds, the Deceit of 1 
the Enemy is then diſcovered, and his | #7 


falſe Supports fall, and they with them, * 
into | 
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into the moſt miſerable Condition, that 
I have heard ſuch expreſs they would 
then gladly accept of the worſt Terms 
of Labour, and that they did believe 
had they expected it as a Penalty, they 


had not committed ſuch Crimes, for 


hard Labour and mean living being the 


Antidote to Luxury and Idleneſs, and 
Captivity the Reverſe of Nature, (which 
will ſubdue the wildeſt of Creatures) 


F might have prevented, as ſome Parts of 


the World have had good Experience 
of. And theſe Things bearing upon 
my Spirit, under Suffering with the At- 


flicted, that their Cauſe may be conſi- 
| dered it is not that Sin ſhould be coun- 


tenanced, which God hath forbidden, 
but that Judgment may be mixed with 
Mercy, according to. the Law of God, 
which has ſuch Regard to Mercy, which 
always was to overſhadow the ſudgment- 
Seat, that it enjoins Compaſſion, not 


only to the Widow and Fatherleſs, and 


Strangers, and Servants, but even to the 
inferior Creatures, though they belong- 
ed to an Enemy, as Exod. xxiii. 4, 5. 
If thow meet thine Enemy's Ox, or his 


AjS, going aſtray, thou ſhalt ſurely bring 


it vack to him again; aud if thoa ſee the 
A of him that hateth thee, lying under 
; Tz E vr 


—̃ ͤ ͤ 6ͤṽ -— — —— — 


. EEC CEE ARIES 
S oo tt SEED 


— 9 C n r 
e ̃— N Poe eva one ens; 


L 34 ] 
his Burden, thou fhalt ſurely help with 
him. And the 12th Verſe, Six Days thou 
fpalt do thy Work, and on the Seventh 
Day thou ſhalt reſt, that thine Ox and 
bine Aſs may reſt. But perhaps thou'lt 
ſay then, Doth God take Care Fig Oxen ? 
Yes, verily, the Law hath ſo guarded 
againſt the hard-hearted Fews, that it 
tenderly regards the very Birds of the 
Air, that if thou find one of their Neſts 
by the Way as thou goeſt, that the Dam 
ſhould not be taken with the Young ; and 
tho' five of them ſhould be ſold for one 
Farthing, yet not without the Father, 
unto whom every Hair of our Head is 
numbred ; then if I abuſe one of them, 
will it not groan under its Creator, who 
made 1t of his good Pleaſure, and every 
Thing that hath Breath gives him Praiſe z 
whe when he was intreated for Nineveh, 
the Seat of Violence, he had a Regard 
alſo tor the Cattle, and does hear their 
innocent Complaint; as we ſee, when 
Balaam in his Anger ſmote the Aſs with 
a Staff, that the Lord opened the Mouth 
of the Aſs to reprove the wrathful Pro- 
8 who coveted the Gain which the 
ighteous-Seed cannot live on, or ſub- 
mit unto. A good Man, faith Solomon, 


is mercitul to his Beaſt: The Beaſt ſerves 
us, 
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it were a Snake, or a Beaſt o 
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us, and ſhould we not be ungrateful for 
their Service if we take not due Care of 
them: For the Nature and Spirit of a 
Man may be known by his Government 
over the inferior Creatures, which the 
Lord created for his Glory, and the Ac- 
commodation of Man. And ſhould not 


we, in Love and Thankfulneſs to him 


that made them (in which Senſe we are 
Brethren) and in Gratitude for their Ser- 
vice, take Care that they have Food and 
Reſt, and what elſe is convenient for 
them? and not only for our own Profit, 
but from a Principle of Juſtice in my 
ſelf: For ſhould I receive Benefits from 
them, and yet be ſo barbarous as to de- 
ny them what 1s neceſſary, then certainly 
I have eſtrayed from the righteous Law 
of God written on my Heart. And if 


f I ſhould kill or torment any of God's 


Creatures, only to fatisfy my Will, I 


act unjuſtly, and ſhew forth the Tor- 


mentor my Maſter, and the ſame Mea- 
ſure will be mete to me again; and tho 
f Prey, let 

us take Care of entring into the ſame 
beaſtly Property to deſtroy it. The 
Creature made not itſelf, nor was it cre- 
ated in vain. Neither ſhould we oppreſs 
the Creation, by coveting to winter more 
Al Crea- 
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Creatures than we have provided ſuffi- 
ciently for. Would this be doing as we 


would be done by? Were we going a Vo- 


age to Sca, would we not lay in Store for 
the worſt Weather and the longeſt Time? 
in which Duty the very Bee and the Ant 
are Inſtruction for us; and ſhall we want 
Wiſdom, or neglect to provide for the 
Creatures under our Charge, when our 
Intereſt is bound up therein? Neither 
ſhould we deface their Beauty, by Cut- 
ting off their Ears, or other Ornaments 
which God has given them, according 
to his Law in Nature, for Defence from 
Flies and Weather; and yet we go to 
the very Indies for Fans and Umbrella's, 
which are for the ſame Service to us; 
for which the very Indians upbraid us, 
for Robbing the Creatures of their natu- 
ral Covering, and yet cover ourſelves 
with borrowed Hair, which is unnatural, 
which ſhews the great Degeneracy & Fall 
of Man from his firſt Creation; but as Man 
comes to be reſtored again thereto, thro” 
Chriſt, he acts in that Nature, which can- 
not exert itſelf otherwiſe than in pure 
Love and Tenderneſs towards all the 
Creation of God. And were we come to 
this innocent Life, of doing as we would 
pe done by throughout all the Creation, 
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whereby we could not inculcate any 
Principles in our Children, that proceed 
from the wrathful Nature, then ſhould 
we much more enjoy ourſelves, and they 
would eaſily be ſubdued by Love, which 
univerſally governs without a Sword, ſo 
that the very dumb Creatures have a 
Senſe of it, and are governed by ſuch in 
Peace, not finding Matter to raiſe the 
wrathful Nature in them : For as Love 
begets Love, ſo does Wrath beget Wrath, 


and they that take up the Sword ſhall 


periſh by it: So that every Sin brings 


its own Suffering; as we may obſerve by 


our neighbouring Province of Sourh=C2- 


rolina, when the Inhabitants in their 


Commerce with the Indians, would force 
their Wives or Captives from them, tho' 
for Debt, for which they ſold them for 
Slaves; which when the Indians beheld, 
it ſoon raiſed the ſame Property in them, 
to the Loſs of many Lives, and the de- 
moliſhing of their Situations; and many 
fled in Canoes and Pcriagua's to Sea for 
_—_ rather than expoſe themſelves to 
the Fury of the Indians; who before 
were a pcaceable People to them that 
were in Peace; which gave Robert Bar- 
row and Company Victory over them, 
and was their Safeguard beyond the 

: Sword 


SE 


Sword, and remains ſo throughout all 
Generations ; which gave them Occaſion 
to bleſs the Lord, who removed their 
Indian Captive by Death, that nothing 
might appear to contradict that Love 
which united us in the Beginning as Bre= 
thren, by whom we were ſupported , 
which in Gratitude makes them near un- 
to us, who made Room for us without 
Reſiſtance, as a Land given unto us by 
the Providence of God, which the Sword 
could never have done ; and they as a 
wiſe People perceived theſe Things, and 
may judge many of us, that have betray- 
ed their Innocency by our evil Exam- 
ple, being derogated from that Love 
which might have been a Means of Bap- 
tizing them into the Nature of the Goſ- 
pel, both the [ndians and the Ethiopians 
alſo, which excepts not nor deſpiſes any for 
their Complections: Remember Miriam 
was ſmote for it with a Leproſy, tho 
under the Law, being gone from the 


Teſtimony, which is the ſame in Male 


or Female, White or Black, whereby 
we are brought into Favour with the 
Lord; as in the Time of the Prophets, 


when Jeremia“ was under Suffering in 
the Dungeon, the only Interceder for 


his Liberty was Ebedimelech the Al hio- 


piau 


. FEES — * r A; Wo ates wm 


— ou rs 2 Es or TY * * 


[ 39 ] 
pian, for which he was ſingularly in the 
Lord's Favour, and rewarded according- 
ly, as one that put his Truſt in the Lord, 
Fer. xxXxix. 18. Allo under the Goſpel, 


there was not the leaſt Exception againſt 


the believing Ethiopiau's partaking of the 
Priviledge of Baptiſm ; therefore let us 


not forbid or hinder them to be baptized, 


but ftand clear of theſe Things, which 
the righteous Seed throughout the Uni- 


verſe (which makes up the true Church) 
is redeemed from, who are in the Faith 


that a more general Purgation will be, 
whereby numberleſs Numbers will be 
brought in, and the Lyon's Nature will 
be ſubdued by the Lamb's, that the 
Child may play with the Aſp at the 
Movth of the Cockatrice's Den; for not 
any Thing hurts or deſtroys in this Prin- 
ciple, neither makes afraid. But what 
have you to do with Peace, who would 
impoſe that on another you would not 
bear yourſelves ? Are you not hatching 
the Cockatrice Egg, and laying a Pre- 


cedent to the Indians, or Turks, or Spa- 


niards, to do to you as you have done 
to other Nations ? And what can you 
ſay againſt Bondage for Bondage? Which 
cauſed the legiſlative Power wiſely to 
make Laws againſt making or receiving 
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Indian Slaves, ſecing the Evil Ground, 


and the Fruit it brought forth; for eve- 
ry Principle acts in its own Centre in 
Nature, as the Load ſtone draws what 
has Affinity with itſelf. So when the 


Sun draws up the Clouds from the Sea, 


which empty themſelves over the Uni- 
verſe, how induſtriouſly does it center 


towards the Ocean again, from whence it 
was raiſed, and had its own Being. So 


what has its Original from Covetouſneſs, 


which is the Root of all Evil, and ſo 


leads to Wrath and Violence to effect it, 


muſt needs leaven us into the ſame Na- 


ture, that we may ſupport it by the ſame 
Power; therefore we cannot expect That 


to be bleſſed to us, which is the Produtt 


from an evil Root, for ther. C.*an would 


be divided againſt himſelf. 


XII. Tho' I am ſenſible that ſome 


well- meaning People have unthinkingly 
run into it, who neglecting the Oracle 
of God, have looked at others, and e- 
ſpecially thoſe who, ſeeking their own 
Honour, have preſumed to mention the 
Lord's Name, and to take his Covenant 
into their Mouths, declaring againſt Co- 
vetouſneſs, Pride and Oppreſſion, and at 
the ſame time lord it over the Heathen 


for Gain, and lay the Burden on them 


they 
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they will not touch with one of their 


| Fingers; which blocks up their Teſti- 
' mony, that they cannot ſay this Trading 


in Slaves is that Sin (tho'it comprehends 


all Crimes) being guilty themſelves, they 


dare not place the Ax to the Root, as 
the Prophet Nathan did to David, ſay- 
ing, Thou art the Man; left they diſ- 
cover their own Nakedneſs : Therefore 
ſuch are the greateſt of Deceivers, and 
have betrayed many into this Practice, 
as if it was no Evil, till they have 
ſeen their own Captivity and Bondage, 
and that they have been led aſtray by 
the others Hypocriſy, and then they 
would gladly have been clear, and to 
have come to their former Condition; 
for whoſe Sakes am I thus concerned, 
that you may wait upon the Lord to 
know his Will concerning you, who is 
able and willing to help the Sincere out 
of it, that would freely part with all 


for his Sake, and their own Redemp- 


tion, knowing that Sin muſt bear his 
E that we fall not ſhort of 
is Mercies; for how can any Man in 
this Goſpel Diſpenſation, whoſe Con- 
ſcience is not ſeared, die in Peace, to 
leave theſe poor Creatures in ſuch uns 
happy Circumſtances; for though their 
G Miaſter 
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Maſter might grant them all Enjoyments 


but Liberty, how does he know what 
barbarous Hands they may fall into when 
he is gone, which then would make their 
Bondage and Severity more grievous to 


them; which often * tor thoſe _ 


that are trained up in this Sin, become 
more hard and dark, and filthy in their 


Converſaticn, than the reſt of humane 


Race ; which I have often experienced 
in my Travels amongſt Men concerned ; 
and the more Men have pretended to 
Religion, the more dark have they been, 
ſtriving to cover their Sin. 

XIII. Which leads me to caution all 
that have not defiled themſelves there- 
with, to ſhun it as thou valueſt thine 
own Soul, which ſhould be more to thee 
than the Gain of the whole World ; that 
it thy Father ſhould offer to give thee 
Slaves, center thou to the W I T- 
NESS of JESUS in thy Soul, 


which cannot conſent to Sin, and in the 


Openings of the Univerſal Love of God 


in Chriſt for all Mankind, reſiſt the 
Temptation, whereby thou mayſt come 
over thy Parents for Good, by thy de- 
nying an Intereſt ſo near to thee. I offer 
nothing but what I deſire to rule my 
Lite by, and take to my on Soul, - 
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der the ſame Temptation; for J am not 


in theſe Things as one that beats the 


Air; and ſome of you are my Witneſſes, 
of my reſiſting Proffers of this kind, even 
when reduced to the loweſt Degree, by 
being robbed by the Pirates, and after- 
wards our Veſſel foundering in the Sea, 
and our whole Company confined on the 
Ocean in our open Boat eight Days be- 
fore we ſaw Land; and tho' we baited 
all that time for Fiſh, we caught nothing 


till we arrived on the ſouthward of the 


Gulph of Florida, where to crown our 
Joy a large Fiſh congratulated our Ar- 
rival, in all which we ſaw the concurring 
Providences of our God, and we ſang 
thereof in the Spirit with a good Un- 
derſtanding: yet here ences not our 
Exerciſes, for ſhipping for New-York, 


we were wrecked here, and finiſhed ſome 


Months on theſe marooned Iſlands, till 
Providence brought us to South Carolina, 


; where I had a Service preſented, with 


One eſteemed the richeſt in the Province, 


who would have beſtowed large Gifts on 


me, which engaged me to acknowledge 
18 


his Affection, and the Openneſs of 
Heart, yet could not partake of his 
Proffers, his Riches proceeding from 
Slaves, left I ſhould have leſſened my 
F 2 future 
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future Happineſs, which J had an Eye 
unto in the Faith, and now in meaſure 
witneſs the End of it, which otherwiſe 
would have brought me into Bondage, 
and made me a Debtor and an Oppreſſor 
in the Creation, which was ſo contrary 
to me, that Nature groaned under the 
Sight and Senſe I had of it, which haſt- 
ened me to theſe Parts, where the Lord 
raiſed me again to Subſtance, which was 
_ conſumed by a Fire, that happened a- 
mongſt you, where I wondertully eſca- 
ped the Lot of thoſe that were burnt in 
the Flames, in all which I ſaw the Hand 
of the Lord, who has again raiſed me 
to Fulneſs and Plenty, which I now 


mention to commemorate his Providences 


to me, both inwardly and outwardly, 
and to acknowledge his Goodneſs and 


Mercy in the Day of my Humiliation, |. 


that none may diſtruſt his Providence in 
Poverty, nor be lifted up with Plenty; 
for after all this, my greateſt Suffering 


attended me, when I beheld the Place 
which ſeemed to be laid out like the 
Land of Cavaan tor a Garden of Reſt to 
the Seed of .{braham, yet all Sects here | 
in the Canaanitiſh Nature worſhipping | 


their own Idols in the very Sanctuary, | 


znd the Miniſtry being defiled, inſtead | 


of 


i 
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of witneſſing againſt it, delivering an 
imperfect Declaration of the Goſpel, by 
ſetting bounds to the Love of God, and 
preaching the Power and Reign of 
Satan over poor Mortals to the Eterni- 
ty of God. Oh! You Maſters and Dames 
of Slaves ! you are cruel to your ſelves 
and to your Hearers, whom you have led 
into Unbelicf becauſe you have ſentenced 
them to Internal Pains tor leſs Crimes. 
Ts it not ſufficient for you that the old 
World was many Ages confined in their 
Priſons, when Chriſt preached to them 
after his Crucifixion even to thoſe very 
Souls that had reſiſted the Preaching of 
Noe, 1 Pet. iii. 19. It muſt be fearful then 
for ſuch as reſiſt the Love of the Goſpel, 
to fall into the Hands of the living God, 
whoſe Wrath and Indignation is portion- 

ed againſt all according to their Tranſ- 
greſſions, as a Worm that dies not, and a 
Fire that will not be quenched, until the 
Evil is deſtroyed, that the Creature may 
be ſaved in the Day of the Lord Jeſus; 
who muſt reign till he ſubdues all Prin- 
cipalities and Powers, then ſhall he deli- 
ver up the Kingdom to the Father, and 


himſelf be ſubje& unto him, that put all 


Things under him, that God in him may 
be all in all; and this is often repeated 
bY 


by thoſe that believes in his Deſcenſion 
into Hell, who have not, underſtood his 


Miniſtration in Spirit, while the Body 


was in the Grave: for as in Adam all 
die, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made a= 
Hive, but every Man in his own Order ; 


and here is to thoſe that are opened in 


the Spirit, an infinite Ocean of Light 
and Love, which George Fox ſaw flowed 
over this limited Ocean of Death and 


Darkneſs, and he ſaw both of the great- 


neſs and Infinity of this Love beyond 
what could be expreſſed in Words; yet 


thoſe that may call themſelves Friends 


to him and the Truth, but have not ſo 
far grown therein, as to have been open- 
ed in this Love, let them not oppoſe it 
and ſpeak cvil of the Attributes of God, 
or thoſe that recommend Religion ac- 


cording to Juſtice and Mercy, which in 


God 1s over all. 


Ah! my Friends, if you had this Goſ- 


pel Meſſage, you would ſeek to promul- 
gate it amongſt the Heathen throughout 


the four Winds of Heaven, rather than 


mix with their Uncleanneſs for Gain: 
Doth not the Apoſtle command that we 
ſhould not have Fellowſhip with ſuch ſo 
much as to cat with them. Had the 


Lord moved om their Hearts to * wer 
1 ered 
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lered themſelves willingly in Love to us 
and our Religion, and given us a Liber- 
ty herein, I am ſo far from any Antipa- 
thy to the Negroes or Indians, that I 
could lay out an Intereſt that way. _ 

But J have not ſo learned Chriſt, as to 
think, much leſs to believe, that the E- 
ternal Love of the Father, in him that 


| ſuffered that ignominious Death of the 


Croſs, for the Redemption of rhe whole 
Creation, ſhould allow his Followers in 
the moſt arbitrary and tyrannical Op 


| preſſion that Hell has invented on this 


lobe; which would better become the 
Religion of Mabomet, which was intro- 
duced by human Force, than for -the 
Miniſters of the Prince of Peace: For 
he that would propagate the Goſpel 
thereby deſtroys it. Therefore let- us 
wait for Acceſs to the Throne of Grace, 
that we may have Admittance to. the 
Balance of the Sanctuary, to weigh theſe 
Things; and then put in thy Lordlinefs 
and Riches, and Eſtates founded on Op- 
preſſion z and tho? thou haſt built a Town 
with Blood, and eſtabliſhed a City with 
Iniquity; and thou could'ſt put in the 
Glory of the whole World, which paſ- 
ſeth away, and is but according to the 
Prince of the Power of the Air; ood 

then 
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then ſee if it will anſwer to the Loſs of 
eternal Riches, to thy Soul, which coſt 
the Blood of thy Redeemer; under the 
Senſe of which am I thus drawn forth 
unto thee, that if it ſhould pleaſe the 
Lord I might be of Service but to one 
Soul, I ſhould be ſufficiently recompen- 
ced for my thus expoſing my ſelf to the 


Cenſures of Men ; and for this Labour of 


Love, and the Groans and Supplications 
that have been offered up unto the Lord 
Night and Day, that this 'Trade, with 
the whole Train of Iniquity attending it, 
might be ſwept out of all Churches that 
make Mention of the Name of the Lord, 
that the Knowledge of him might ſpread 
dver the Univerſe, whom to know is Life 
eternal; &that his Goſpel may be preach d 
in the true Property of it, to the Draw- 
ing in of Souls unto him, that the Light 

of the Moon may be as the Sun, and the 
Light of the Sun as ſeven Days; and 
that all Oppreſſion and Violence, that 
has hindered the Progreſs of the Goſpel, 


may be centred, with the Author there- 


of, to the Pit that is Bottomleſs. 


XIV. And tho' I efteem myſelf leſs 
than the leaſt of all his Mercies, and the 


unworthieſt to offer my Mite, yet the 
Lord knows the Sufferings I have gone 
through 
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through on this Account, and eſpecially 
by Falſe Brethren, who, like Korab, 
Dathan and Abiram, have known the 
Work of the Lord, and his Deliverance 
through the Sea, from the Oppreſſors 
who were overthrown therein, yet after= 
wards return to the ſame Nature which 
ſtrikes at the Lite of the true Seed; to 
ſit under their Miniſtry, but more to 
joip with their Spirits in Prayer, who 
are Spots in our Feaſts of Charity, which 


is Love; though 1 ald not be under- 


ſtood to deſpiſe the leaſt Child in the 
Truth, that may offer a few Words in 
Prayer or Praiſe, tho” never ſo brokenly, 


if in the Life and Senſe of what is offer= 


ed; but it is thoſe that have covenanted 
with this Iniquity, ſor themſelves and 
their Poſterity to all Eternity; there- 
fore, ſaith Drexelius, ſhall Men be pun- 
iſhed to Eternity becauſe they would Sin 
to Eternity; even as God is eternal; 
if he would ſuffer it, which burdens the 
Church, and the true Miniſters thereof, 
with their dry and tedious Repetitions 
of their old Experiences; and no Mar- 
vel, for Satan himſelf is transformed 
Ike unto an Angel of Light, and his 


| Miniſters according to the Miniſters of 


Rightcouſneſs, whoſe End ſhall be ac- 
ER 6 _ earding 
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cording to their Works; and though 
they might have been of Service in 
Time paſt, yet if through their wicked 
Lives and Practices the Power with. 
draws, let not ſuch Spirits uſurp Autho- 
rity to teach in the Church, who are 
worſe than thoſe who withſtood Meſes ; 
or that ſhipwreck Faith and a good Con- 


ſcience in an open Apoſtacy, are not ſo _ 


pernicious, as this Practice in thoſe that 
arc eſteemed Miniſters of the Son of God, 
and are owned and ſuffered in theChurch- | 
es, to tell of the Goodneſs of the Lord 


in the Form and Words of Truth, and 


yet deny him in Actions; which leads the 
young Generation that have not known 
the Lord, nor yet the Works that he 
has done tor el, to think Friends were 
thus in the Beginning; but my Soul, in 
Fellowſhip with them in the Spirit, hath ' 
witneſſed better Tidings of them, who 
* themſelves like Men, and the 
ord's Power and Spirit was with them, 
in their Labours and Sufferings, under 
Oppreſſion even unto Death, in which 
they rejoiced, that they were counted 
worthy to ſuffer with the Seed that Suf- 
fered, which for ever reigns over the 


Heads of Oppreſſors, though they may | 


wrongtully aflume their Names, and their 
5 | Maſter, 


—————̃ͤ̃ —LM—— —„—-— — —— — 
— — — 
— — 


—— 
2 


z 


** 
* 
* 
* 
. 


C 0 yu pt Pt 


[ 51 ] 

Maſter, and his Goſpel, which is clear, 
and denies all ſuch that would introduce 
this abominable Practice into the Church 


of Chriſt, which miniſters Death and 


Darkneſs over the Churches; like the 
fallen Star that opened the Bottomleſs 
Pit, and let out the Smoke thereof, 
which darkned the very Sun and Air, and 
even perverts the very Order of the Cre- 
ation, that not any thing therein has its 
natural Savour, while ſuch a Darkneſs 
has happened to thoſe that bear the 
Name of our worthy Elders, ſhould ſo 
lay waſte their Teſtimonies which they 
maintained with their Blood; tor had. 
you denyed them and their Maſter, you 


+ had never been capable of plunging my 
Soul into ſuch Sufferings and Death, 


where I had been ſwallowed up, and re- 
mained unto Eternity, had not the Lord, 
who is rich in Mercy, given me a ſecret 
Hope which :ſuſtaincd me, and ſhewed 
me his Way in the Sea, and his Paths 
in the great Waters, where he anchored 
my Soul unto himſelf, from all Fleſh ; 
and brought to my Remembrance his 
Works ot Old, and the Times that were 
_ when his Candle ſhone upon my 

cad, and when by his Light I walked 
taro' Darkneſs; and the Religious Edu- 
| 18 2 cation 


1 
cation J had, tho' in the Church of Eug- 
land, being governed by one, whoſe Pray- 
ers and Tears to the Lord, and good 
Counſel to us, in the very Power of Truth, 
did more ſubdue our evil Natures, than 
Correction; which gave me, though a 
Vouth, a Senſe at my firſt Landing in 
theſe Parts, the Inconſiſtency this Trade 
had with a Chriſtian Education; but eſ- 
<a with the Senſe I had of the 

ruth of God, and the Extenſion of his 
Goodneſs in this Goſpel Diſpenſation, 
wherein he has ſingularly manitefted his 
Love unto all Men; in the Senſe, and un- 
der the Shade of which, I have ſat with 
wo: Delight, and the Overflowings of 
is Goodneſs has been ſweet to my Taſte, 
and becauſe of the Flavour of the good 
Ointment, which hath ſpread to the ve- 
ry Border of the Garment, therefore hath 
my Soul loved and delighted in bim, as 
the univerſal Love of the Father. 4nd 
efter all theſe Favours, O Lord, and thy 
i" #nanifold Mercies and Viſitations of Love, 
| hall I disbelieve thee in whom there is no 
Offence © that haſt pronounced thy Moe to | 
the Offender againſt the leaft Believer iv 
thee, that it were better a Milflone were 
hung about his Neck, and that he fathomes | 
. the Bottom of the Sea / Or ſball I disbe= | 
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lieve thy Truth, which teſtifies againfl all 
the Unrighteonſneſs & Ungoalineſs of Menu? 
Aud bleſſed be thy holy Name, who gave 
me a ſecret Hope, and manifeſted unto my 
Soul how this Practice was ſuffered, to 


try who would ſell thee and thy Truth for 


Gain; who giveſt the Bleſſing to thoſe that 
are not offended in Thee 
For where no Temptation 1s, there is 
no Victory; therefore let us come be- 
yond Cuſtom and Tradition, or we ſhall 
not differ from a Few, a Turk, or a Pa- 


gan, who remain ſuch according thereto z 
but let us center to the Spirit of Chriſt 


in our own Hearts, that we may. know 
the Truth tor ourſelves; and in the Fear 
of the righteous Judge of Quick and 
Dead, conſider theſe Things; that we 
may be able to ſtand Trial when all our 
Actions, Words and Intentions muſt be 
accounted for, in that Day when nothing 
can ftand betore him, but what 1s of his 
own Nature: Therefore, whatſoever we 
find to do, let us do it with our Might; 
for Time is ſhort, and our Works are 
for Eternity. 2 

RV. Therefore let us try if the Diſ- 


5 of the Prophets will allow this 


ractice; and if we will not believe Mo- 


ſes nor the Prophets, neither will we be 


perſuaded 
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erſuaded tho” one roſe from the Dead: 

he Prophet {/aiah, who was emincntly 
favoured with the Knowledge of the Hu- 
miliation and Pathon, and Office of Chriſt, 
and the Government and Glory of his 
Church, though tor Brevity-ſake J ſhall 
only mention what the preſent Occaſion 
may require; of the Paſſion of Chriſt he 
faith, Chap. liii. 6. -The Lord hath laid on 
him the Iniquity of as all. He was oppreſæ. 
fed and affiifted, who had done no Vio- 
lence, neither was Deceit found in his 
Mouth, as is there more fully expretled. 
And he declares ot his Office thus, Chap. 
Ixi. 1, 2. The Spirit of the Lord God is 
upon me, becauſe the Lord hath anointet 
me ts preach good Tidings unto the Meek, 
he hath ſent me to bind up the broken= 
hearted, to proclaim Liberty to the Captives, 
and theopening of the Priſon to them that 
are bound; To proclaim the acceptable 
Year of the Lord, and the Day of Ven- 
geance of our God, againſt-Sin ; and tho' 
this may chiefly regard the inward Man, 
which is the better Part, yet the Myftery 
docs not deſtroy the Hiſtory, as we may 
ſee Chap. lviti. 6. where the Lord ordains 
the Faſt that he will accept of, which is 
to looſe the Bands of Wickedneſs, to undo 
the heavy Burdens, and to let the Oppre/= 
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ſed go free, and that ye break every Yoke ; 


Gr in vain were all their Oblations and 
Sabbaths to him, who delights in Mercy 
rather than Sacrifices ; which Paſlage our 
Friend George Fox made uſe of againſt 
the Oppreſſors and Perſecutors of thoſe 
Times, when they ſuffer'd for their Te- 
ſtimony by the Oppreſſors, both in their 
Liberty and Property, and ſome to Ba- 
niſhment out of their Native Country, 
but not to be Slaves for ever; yet how 
did the Lord deliver them, and fruſtrate 
their Enemies, and afflict the Nations 
at that Time with the Sword abroad, and 
Fire, and Peſtilence, and Diſſentions at 
home: And ſhall we diſregard thoſe 
Providences, and go beyond them in Op- 

reſſion, who have known the Lord's 
Fac gina againſt Sin, and his great 
Mercies and Goodneſs unto us; for which 
if we tall ſhort, in humble Thankfulneſs 
to praiſe his Name, by a holy and juſt 
Life, of how much ſeverer Puniſhment 
jhall we be worthy ! When Judgment 
begins at the Houſe of God, where ſhall 
this Unrighteouſneſs appear; which 1s 
far ſhort of the Duty commanded in the 
next Verſe, that thou deal thy Bread to 
the Hungry, and that thou bring the Poor 
that are caſt out, to thy Houſe; when thou 


Jeeſt 
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ſeeſt the Naked, that thou cover him, and 
that thou hide not thyſelf from thine own 
Fleſh : Then ſhall thy Light break forth as 
the Morning, and the Glory of the Lord 
ſpall be thy Rere-ward, &c. The Pro- 
phet David, in his Addreſs to the Lord, 
laith, P/u). xv. I. Who ſhall abide in thy 
Tabernacle, or dwell in thy holy Hill? 
it's anſwered, He that walketh uprightly, 
and worketh Righteouſneſs. Agrecable 
to the Prophet 1/aiah, xxxiii. 15, 16. He 


that walketh righteouſly, and ſpeaketh up- 


rightly; He that deſpiſeth the Gain of Op- 
Preſſiou, and ſhaketh his Hands from hold 
ing of Bribes, and jtoppeth his Ears from 
Blood, and ſbutteth his Eyes from Evil. 
He fball dwell on high, his Place of De- 
fence ſhall be the munitions of Rocks, Bread 
ſhall be given him, his Waters ſhall be ſure. 
Alſo Ezekiel, xviii. 5. If a Man be juſt, 


and do that which is lawful and Right, 


that hath not oppreſſed any, but hath re- 
ſtored to the Debtor his Pledge, and hath 
ſpoiled none by Violence, with other Duties 
there enjoined, He is pronounced ut, 
he fhall ſurely live, ſauth the Lord God. 
But on the contrary, He that commits theſe 
Evils, for the Iniquity that he hath done 


he ſball die, his Blood ſhall be upon him. 


But if he begets a Son that bath ſeen and 
couſiderea 


* 
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| conſidered his Father's Iniquity, and fhuns 


the ſame, and regards his Duty, he ſball 
not die for his Father's Sin, but ſball ſure- 
ly live. Alſo in the Days of Feremiah, 
Chap. xxxiv. 17. when the Servants were 
ſet free according to the Law of God 
by Moſes, and afterwards, brought them 
again into Bondage, for which, ſauith the 
Lord, to the Sword, to the Peſtilence, and 


To the Famine, and I will make you to be 


removed into all the Kingdoms of the 


. Earth. . Alſo another of the Prophets 
4 ſums up Our Duty in Doing juſtly, loving 
Mercy, and walking humbly with the 
Lord. Now ſeparate from Cuſtom and 
thy Profits (which thou muſt ſoon leave, 
if they leave not thee) and conſult the 
true Oracle, which lives and abides for 


ever, that cannot lie, or conſent to Sin. 
If to ſteal, or force. thife People from 


their Birthright, which is a Country re- 
mote from us, with whom we have no 


Quarrel (though was there a proclaimed 
War, it's contrary to the Law of Nations 


to rifle and captivate Enemies, without 
© putting them in ſome Capacity of Re- 
demption) neither do they owe us any 
Thing; How then have they forfeited 


their Country and Liberty, to entitle me 


to them? Aud if fo, muſt the Children's 


H Teeth 
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Teeth alſo be ſet on Edge? Is this juſt or 
equal? And to live on another's Labour 


by Force and Oppreſſion, is this Loving 


Mercy? And to keep them and their Po-— 


ſterity Slaves to us and our Seed for ever, 


is this Walking humbly, with thy God? | 


'Thus to Lord it in the Creation, that 


admits of no Releaſe, or Year of Jubilee, 


to the Creature: Which leads me to 2 


Paſſage in which our Saviour inſtruct- | 
ed his Followers, by the Precedent of © 


7 
a little Child; and that he that would be 
greateſt, ſhould be Servant to all, for the 
Children of this World Lord it in their Ge- 
weration (in which they are wiſer for the 


World than the Children of Light } but it 
ſhall not be ſo amongſt you. And, We are 


all, faith the Apoſtle, Children of Wrath, 


as well as others, by Nature; which by 


this Practice is unhappily advanced in 
our Children, from their Infancy ; who 


quickly perceiving their Power over the 


Negroes, grow proud and idle, as natu- 


rally as a Branch ſprings from and par- 


takes of the Nature of the Root that 


bears it; which to ſupport with Fulneſs 


of Bread (which was the Overthrow of 


Sodom) oppreſs and abuſe their Slaves, 


and theſe in the ſame Nature oppreſs | 


the dumb Creatures, till Cruelty and Vio- 
7, lence 
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4 lence cover the whole Earth: And then 


/ what became of the old World, tor the 
Spirit of the Lord will not always ſtrive, 
'' which hath often viſited us, both imme- 
diately and inſtrumentally, whereby our 
Ground hath been often watered, and if 
it brings forth Bryars and Thorns, it is 
- nigh unto Curling ; in the Senſe of which 
my Deſires have been unto the Lord, 
for the eternal Welfare of every Soul; 
having nothing againſt the Perſon of any 
Man, but at the Evil, that muſt end 
where it had its Beginning: For had 
you a Liberty in the Truth for this Trade, 
I ſhould be ſo far from begrudging you, 
„or ſpying it out with an evil Eye, that 
I would freely partake with you therein. 
Hut it is 8 
is not an Evil there is no Evil in the 
World but what Tradition and Cuſtom 
* makes ſuch. Neither do I begrudge 
your Profit thereby, knowing right well 


r wide thereof, that if this 


Man's Life conſiſts not in the Abundance 


ol his Poſſeſſions; having known how to 
be full and to be hungry, how to abound 
3 and to ſuffer Need, in deſolate Parts of 
the World, yet content with what the 
Lord's Providence provided for me, and 
was more Enjoyment to me than to be a 
Captive in a King's Court. 


XVI. 
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XVI. Alſo under the Dif penſation of { 


John the Baptiſt, who was the greateſt 
ot Prophets, who preached Repentance 


as an Introduction to the Kingdom of 


Heaven at Hand, who was the Voice 
crying in the Wilderneſs, Prepure ye the 
Hay of the Lord, make his Paths ſtrait ; 
his Teſtimony was, to do Violence to no 
Man, without excepting either Indian or 
Ethiopian. And what greater Violence 
can be acted, than to rob a Man and his 
Poſterity of their Liberty, ſo long as they 
remain in this Region? 

Yet the Leaſt under the Diſpenſation 
of the Kingdom, is greater than John; 
who have witnefled the divine Life, that 
is hid with Chriſt in God; who at ſun- 
dry limes, and in divers Manners, ſpake 
in Time paſt unto the Fathers, by the 
Prophets (which chiefly regarded moral 
Duties, between Man and Man, to do as 
we would be done by) but he hath in 
theſe laſt Days, ſpoken unto us by his 
Son whom he hath appointed Heir of 

all Things, by whom alſo he made the 
Worlds; who does not deftroy, but tul- 
fils and ivallows up all the foregoing 
Diſpenſations, as the Rock they pointed 
to, which 1s the Everlaſting Sabbath that 


gives Reſt to the whole Creation of 


God; 


8 
THz: 
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God; who in his Sermon on the Mount, 
pronounces the Mercitul Bleſſed, in that 
he ſhall obtain Mercy; and makes this 
Compariſon between the Law, and the 
Goſpel which ſignifies Good Tidings, that 
whereas it was ſaid, Thou ſhalt not kill; 
the Lord there ſaith, Whoſoever ſhall call 
His Brother a Fool, ſhall be in Danger of 
 FHell Fire; and if thy Brother treſpaſs a= 
gainſt thee, 70 Times 7 in a Day, ſaying © 
I repent, thou ſhalt forgive him. And ye 
have heard that it hath been ſaid, Thou ſhalt 
love thy Neighbour, unto which the Fews 
added by their Tradition, and hate thine 
Enemy ; which was not in the Law of 
Moſes, but was in their own hard Hearts: 
But Chriſt faith, Love your Enemies, bleſs 
them that curſe, and do good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them that perſecute 
von, by which we ſhall have Victory over 
the Heads of our Adverſaries. And 
whereas it was ſaid, Thou ſhalt not for- 
ſwear thy ſelf, but ſhalt perform unto the 
Lord thine Oath; he ſaith that is the Tea 
and Amen, Swear not at all. Accord- 
ingly the Apoſtle James, writing to the 
Twelve ſcattered Tribes, who accord- 
ing to the Law were to ſwear by the 
Lord, and perform their Oath unto him, 
faith, Mode all Things, my Brethren, 

YL 


I] 
Swear not, but keep to Tea and Nay, left 
vpe fall into Condemnation. And tho' A. 
4 braham ſwore his Servant that ruled all 
he had, that he ſhould not ſuffer his Son 
to take a Wife of the Cauaauites, whom 
he knew were to be cut off; yet now 
Ander the Goſpel, we ſee {wearing ex- _ 
prefly forbidden. And tho' Abraham 
paid the I ythes of the Spoils of his E= © 
nemics, which the Lord hath now pro- 
hibited, unto whom Abraham and Moſes 
muſt give Place, who ſaith to his Mini- 
ſters, Freely ye have received, freely give. © 
The Priefthood, ſaith the Apoſtle, being 
ehanged, that took Tythes, and the 
Commandment difanull'd that gave them, 
which made nothing pertect, which the 
bringing 1n of a better Hope did, by 
which we draw nigh unto God, through 
him who 1s not after the Law of a car- 
nal Commandment, but after the Power 
of an endleſs Life, which ſetteth free 
from Sin and Death; by ſo much was 
Jeſus made a Surety of a better Teſta- 
ment, eſtabliſhed upon better Promiſes; 
which ſhews the Preference of the Goſ- 
pel to the Law which was given by Mo/es, 
but Grace and Truth came by Jeſus 
Chriſt; and we beheld his Glory, as the 
only Begotten oſ the Father, full of Grace 
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and full of Truth; and of this Fulneſs 


have all received, having all heard, but 
all have not obey'd; who hath now com- 
manded, and even conſtrained by his 
Love all Men every where to repent 
ſince all have partook of the Riches of his 
Goodneſs, which ſhould lead us thereto 
therefore there is no Cover for our Diſ- 
obedience, which brings Ignorance of 
God, and the Knowledge of his Will, 
which will not excuſe now Wrath, 
which is revealed from Heaven againſt 


all them that know not God, and obey 


not the Gaſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
who at his Birth into the World, the 


— Multitude- of the heavenly Holſt gave 


Glory to God in the higheſt, and pro- 
claimed Peace on Earth, and Good-wilt 


to Men; which was - manifeſted to the 


beloved Diſciple Fohy, in his Revelation 
in the Iſle of Patmos, who ſaw an Angel 


fly in the midſt Heaven, having the ever- 


laſting Goſpel to preach to them that 
dwell on the Earth, which was to every 


Nation, Kindred, Tongue and People: 
But if an Angel from Heaven ſhould 
| proven any other Goſpel than this of 


ood=will to all Men, let him be accur- 


fed : For the univerſal Love put no Dif- 


terence between us and the Fews; if ſo, 
where 


164] 
where had we of the Gentiles Race been ? 
it all, were not in a Capacity of being re- 
ſtored by Chriſt; Who in his great Lo- 
ving-kindneſs and Compaſſion to poor 
loſt Man, left his Father's Glory to take 
on him the Faſhion of Man, that he might 
become a Propitiation for Sin, according 
to his Promiſe in the Beginning, when 
Man fell like the Tempter by aſpiring 
to a higher Condition; who partaking 
of all Things in himſelf as the Head, 
muſt needs deface the whole Creation, 
which cried loud for Juſtice, and awa- 

ken d the Wrath and Diſpleaſure of God, 
due thereto, which moved the eternal 
Love to commiſerate Mankind 1n this 
Condition, and to fruſtrate the Deſign of 
the Enemy, and exalt his own' Grace, 
which prevailed over the Wrath, whereby 
the whole Creation might be redeemed 


(through the promiſed Seed) from this 


evil Quality, and the Author of 1t; for 
which End Chriſt was maniteſted in the 
Fleſh, and in the Spirit; who as the Fa- 


ther worketh, ſo doth he work, to bring 


forth his Wonders in all Regions, and 
Centers, and Principles, whether of Love 
or Wrath; and thoſe that believe in the 
Myſteries of God, and come to the 
Knowledge of his Love, rejoice in the 

5 Bound- 


7 
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with, in the carthly Tabernacle, which 
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Boundleſſneſs thereof; which will ag- 
8:4 ate the Crimes of thoſe, who having 
reuiſted this Goodneſs, become blinded 
with their own Wickedneſs, ſaying, 
Judgment is not executed upon us, (as 
though che Juſtice of God was limited to 
this Region) tor all Things, ſay they, 
continue as tney were before we commit= 
ted theſe i hings, the Sun and the Rain 
we have in its Scaſon, and Riches in- 
creaſe upon us, therefore will we enjoy 
our Pleaſure in all Voluptuouſneis to the 


full, as the Reward of our Lives, and 
perſecute him that oppoſes us (who ab- 


ſtaineth from our Ways as from Filthi- 
neſs) tor when our Breath is ext inguiſh- 
ed ve are as the Beaſt, our Body ſhall be 
turned into Aſhes, and our Spirit vaniſh 
as a Vapour. As this Trading in Souls 
beſpeaks; as though the rational Soul, 


created and intuſed by the Lord in Man, 


which oiftingniſhes him from the Beaft, 


could be confined to a Body of Earth, or 


extinguiſhed with it; rhongh we ſee, the 


nigher the Body is to its Di:folution, the 


more ſenſible and apprenentive is the 
Soul of 1ts eternal Dura-ion, in a Ha- 
bitation ſuitable to its Nature, and to 
what it hath witnefied and had Unity 
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is centred to its Original as a Seed, which 


will be cloathed with its own Body, 
whether of Light or of Darkneſs; there- 
fore while we have the Light, let us walk 
in it, that we may be raiſed to a glori- 
ous Immortality with the Saints in Light, 
for ever to adore and admire that Power 
by which we were redeemed ; that dwelt 


# 


in that Body, that ſuffered the Wrath _ 


due tous; in which he perfected the Will 
of God, who went about doing Good; 


giving Sight to the Blind, and cauſing 
the Lepers to be cleanſed, and unto the 
Poor is the Goſpel preached freely; by 
him who dif; Soffeſs' the Devils, where- 
by the Creature that was in Bondage and 


Captivity was ſet free; by the great Ju- 


bile and Prince of the Law of Liberty, 
not only to the Fews, but to all Nations; 


who when he was reviled, reviled not a- 


gain, but ſuffered all things from his E- 
nemies, for whom he waded thro” that 
bitter Conflict in the Garden, which he 
finiſhed on the Croſs, when the Sins of 
the whole World was upon him, under 
which he cried, My God, my God, why 
haft thou forſaken me and he that had 
known Hunger in the Wilderneſs, now 
ſuffered Thirſt, and they gave him Vi- 


negar to drink, in which the Scripture 
Was 
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was fulfilled 3. and when he had received 


it, he ſaid, It is finiſhed, and he bowed 


his Head and gave up the Ghoſt. Oh! 
the unparallel'd Love of Chriſt, the im- 
maculate Lamb, to Enemies! for whom 
he prayed on the Croſs; though he had 
Power over all Creatures, in Heaven 
and Earth, that he might have Com- 
manded Legions of Angels for his Deli- 
liverance: But ſuch was the Love of our 
Redeemer, in whom there was no Of- 
fence, to ſuffer for Offenders ! in which 
is manifeſted his great Mercy, and won- 
derful Love and Charity, which the An- 
gels themſelves cannot fathom! the infi- 
nite Extenſion of the Love of God in 
Chriſt, which is incompreheniible ! yet 
unto us is this Grace given, that we might 

partake of the unſcarchable Riches of 
Chriſt ; which neither Principalities, nor 
Powers, whether of Angels, or Men, or 
Devils, ſhould be able to ſeparate us 
from him, who is both Precept and Pre- 
cedent to his Church; and if the Green 
Tree thus humbled himſelf, much more 
ſhall the Dry. Shall we Lord it in the 

Creation, in Oppoſition to his Command 
which ſaith, It ſhall not be ſo among ſt us; 
Or can we behold him in his Suftcrings 


he went through for Sin, and yet commit 


4 


12 theſe 


gainſt it, to keep 


[6] 
theſe Things whereby we ſhould crucity 
him afreſh, and put him to open Shame, 
and deny his Gotpel, which brings Lite 
and Immortality to thoſe that obey che 
Light thereof; a Meaſure of which is 
given to every Man, to make known the 
My ftery, which from the Beginning of the 
World hath been hid in God, whocreated 
all I hings by Jeſus Chriſt, who in the Be- 
ginning moved by his Spirit on the Face of 
the Deep, to divide the Light trom the 
Darknets for the carrying on and perfect- 
ing of the outward Creation; ſo he move:h 
in our Hearts by his Spirit tor our new 
Creation in Chriſt, whoſe firſt Appearance 
may be as a Grain of Muſtard- ſecd againit 
Sin, yet as the firſt Work oi Faith we are to 
believe in it, as a Meaſure of the Revelati- 
on of Chriſt, which was promiſed ſhould 
firſt reprove for Sin, which was in order 
to bring thoſe that obey it out of Sin; 
whereby, like the Leaven in the Meal, 
we may be changed into its Nature, by 


which we encreaſe in the Faith, and the 


Comforts thereof are known; whicn can- 
not proceed from Nature, becauſe it con- 
tradicts the natural Man, which wars a- 
the Creature in Bon- 
dage to Luſt : Neither will the Devil re- 
prove for Sin; tor then Satan would war 

| againft 
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ly * againſt himſelf. Therefore let us not 
1c, | defpiſe the Day of ſmall Things, but 
ite | love the Appearance of the Spirit, till 
he Chriſt is formed in us; that being bap- 
is , tized into his Death, we may be made 
he Partakers of his holy Lite, and bleſſed 
he _ Refurrection ; and then ſhall we know, 
xd not only the Imputing, but the Impart- 


e- ing and Partaking, ot the Blood, which 
of is the Lite; and the Lite of Chriſt infu- 
e ſed in Man, gives light to manifeſt what 
t- is contrary to the Mind of Chriſt, and 
h gives Victory over the World, the Fleſh 

- and the Devil, that he ſhould not miſs of 
Salvation by it that abides in it. But 
ſome will ſay, Revelation is ceaſed; for 
whoſe ſakes have I thus ſimply deliver- 
ed my Senſe thereof, as believing it the 
Foundation of all true Religion: For if 
Revelation is ceaſed, the true Know- 
leqdge of God, and of Chriſt, is ceaſed ; 
| for, ſaith the Text, No Man knows the 
Father but the Son, and he to whom the 
Ou reveals him; and no other Founda- 
tion can any Man lay, than that which 
| 1s already laid, which was the Founda- 

tion of all the Righteous Generations, 
who drank of the tame Rock on which 
the Church ſtands; not on Peter, who 
was a Man, in whom, as ſuch, we are 
| | noc 


1 

not to truſt, but on the Eternal Word 
that revealed Chriſt to Peter; which who- 
ſoever is founded thereon, the Gates of 
Hell ſhall never prevail againſt them : But 
herein is the Offence and Scandal to the 
Goſpel, which cauſes ſome to disbelieve, 
through beholding thoſe that profeſs and 

reach theſe excellent Principles, are as 
deep in this Practice, and more dark than 
others ; and no Marvel, that thoſe that 
have known the good Word of God, and 
taſted of the Powers of the World to 
come, if ſuch turn from this Grace into 
Wantonncſs that their Fall ſhould be ac- 
cordingly ; tho* they might have been 
Inſtruments, to have convinced or con- 
founded the Gainſayers, and have turned 
the honeſt Scckers to Righteouſneſs , 
whereby they might have ſhone as Stars 
fixed in the Firmament of God's Power; 
yet are by this Trade drawn down to 
the Earth, where Pride will not ſuffer 
them 1:0 remain contented, in their pro- 

er Element, but darkens and troubles 
the Churches with their dead Doctrine, 
whereby they keep the Dead in Death; 
as our worthy Elder and Father in Chriſt, 
George Fox, obſerved, that ſuch as had 
heard the Lord's Voice, and come out 
of Egypt, and through the Red Sea, and 

- | praiſed 
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praiſed God on the Banks of the Sea- 
more, where they have beheld the Good- 


lineſs of 1/r-ae/'s Dwelling ; alſo ſuch who 


in the Goſpel Times can preach Chriſt in 
Words, but forſake him in Lite, to fol- 
low the Wages of Unrighteouſneſs, like 
Balaam ; theſe he ſaw in the Viſion of 


| Life, were and would be the greateſt of 


Deceivers, who lead the World after 
them by their evil Example, into the 
ſame Fleſhly Liberty from Chriſt, whom 
none can touch but thoſe that are clean, 
neither can any receive him but the true 
Virgin, that hateth the Garment ſpotted 
with the Fleſh; for it was the Virgin 


f A that conceived and brought him forth; 


for this ye know, that no Whoremonger 
or unclean Perſon, nor covetous Man, 
who is an Idolater, hath any Inheritance 
in the Kingdom of Chrift, and of God; 
How then can a Miniſter of Chriſt own ſuch 
a Practice, in himſelf or Flock, or they in 
him? who cannot mention Jeſus as the Re- 
deemer, but it muſt overturn this Trade, 
with all the Ungodlineſs attending it. 
And this Knowledge being ſo plainly 
diſcovered unto us, it will not avail to 
iay, by this Craft we have our Wealth, 
therefore greatly to bs adored is this God, 
that brings this Profit tons, Tt were bet- 

ter 
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ter that our Sins went before-hand to the 
Line of Judgment, that our Actions may 


be levelled and ſquared by it, and that 
Righteouſneſs may be put to the Plumb- 


line, which will diſcover the Uprightneſs 
thereof; that we may be poliſhed and 
made fit for our cternal Habitations with 
God, who will recompence toevery Man 
according to his Deeds; therefore let 


not Duſt and Aſhes contend with its Ma- 


ker, but ſubmit the Work to Trial; and 
if it contradicts the foregoing Diſpenſa- 
tions of Angels, and of Moſes and the 
Prophets, and even John the Baptiſt, 
who teſtifies he was to decreaſe, how 
ſhall it agree with the Diſpenſation of 
Chriſt? who in his bodily Appearance, 
wherein he laid down to us many Duties, 
yet he ſums up all in this new Command- 
ment, that we love one another, as the 
Badge unto the World of our Diſciple- 
ſhip; tor he that loveth him that begat, 
loveth him alſo that is begotten of him; 


and not only ſo, but we are to love our 


Enemies; for if we forgive not Men 
their Treſpaſſes againſt us, how ſhall we 
expect Forgivenets of Chrift, who died 
for us, when Enemies; which is the 
higheſt Expreſſion of Love, in Which 
his Goſpel conſiſts, and thoſe that have 

3 received 
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receiy'd it in the Power of it, beat their 
Swords into Ploughſhares, and their 
Spears into Pruning-hooks, having no 
Uſe therewith ; whoſe Weapons are not 
for the Deſtruction of the Body, yet 
mighty through God, to cut down Sin 
in the Creature ; that the Spirit may be 
ſaved in the Day of the Lord Jeſus, who 
firſt loved us, therefore do we love him; 
and in this do we maniteſt it, by keeping 
his Commandments ; and he that dwel- 
leth in Love, dwelleth in God who 1s 
Love, and God in him by his Spirit, 
which gives Boldneſs in the Day of 
Judgment, when none will be able to 
ſtand before him, but thoſe that are clo- 
” thed therewith; who when he commiſ- 
' fionated his Diſciples to preach unto the 
World, before whom the very Devils were 
ſubject, becauſe of the Power that dwelt 
in them; yet when ſome reliſted the Pow= 
er, it raiſed the Zzal of the Apoſtles, to 
deſire that Fire might have fell from Hea- 
ven to have deftroy'd them; and tho'they 
proauced a Precedent of one of the Pro- 
phets, in a former Diſpenſation, yet they 
were rebuked by our Lord, thatthey knew 
not what Manner of Spirit they were of. 
And when Chriſt was offered up, and 
aſcended on high, that they knew him 
P. nG 
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no more after the Fleſh, yet according 


to his Promiſe, he gave the Apoftles and 
Believers a larger Diſpenſation of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, which taught them all Things, 


and brought all Things to their Remem- | 


brance; by which they witneſſed his Di- 


vine Life formed in them, in the Abound- 
ings of which they miniſtred, to the 


bringing in of Multitudes into the ſame 
Spirit, in which is the Unity, that they 
were of one Heart and Mind, who had 
all Things common, through the Love 
that abounded in them; as is fully ex- 
preſſed in their Doctrine and Epiſtles, 


that they ſought them to the Lord, not 


their Property, much leſs their Liberty, 
to merchandize them to their own Ad- 
vantage: If ſo, Chriſtianity had not ſo 


much flouriſhed, that Multitudes were 


converted by that Name and Power which 
they preached, whereby there were ad- 
ded to the Church daily ſuch as ſhould 
be ſaved ; tho' they were much perſecu- 
ted and oppreſſed by the Spirit that then 
ruled in the Children of Pride; yet the 
Truth. gave them Dominion over thetr 
Enemies, while they abode in it. 
XVII. But in Time getting into Fa- 
vour with Princes, and partaking with 
their Dignities, were carried away 8 8 
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by from the Power; who then began to 
intermix with the Heathen in their Cu- 
ſtoms and Grandeur, and to model the 
Church accardingly ; and loſing their 
firſt Love and Unity, which they ſtood 
cemented in one Body, which being now 
broke, gave the Adverſary Advantage 
to introduce many Traditions into the 
Churches, contrary to the Law of God; 
and ſo quarelled with one another about 
Ceremonies and Creeds, and many Things 
mentioned on Record, regarding the 
outſide Appearance, and ſetting up of ſe- 
parate Powers, more than Righteouſneſs 
(by which the Sheep of Chriſt are diſtin- 
guiſhed at the great Day ) which clouded 
the Churches, and brought a general A- 


= poſtacy over the Chriſtian Nations. 


XVIII. Vet the Lord often raiſed his 


. * 
— 


Prophets and Miniſters, to teſtify againſt 


their Practices; who proceeded to a Re- 
formation, not only of Principles, which 
ot themſelves arc : Ek like Faith with- 
out Works, but of Doctrine and Prac- 
tice, according as the Day appeared, un- 
to which they were taithtul, having ſeal- 


ed their Teſtimony with their Blood, as 


an Army of Martyrs, from whence have 
proceeded, as the Sced of the Church, 


many rightcous Plants, who havc at ſuns 
| | 2 "=P 
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dry Times made a large Progreſs toward 


a Reformation; which was not fo fully 
accompliſhed, until the Lord ſingularly 
favoured our worthy Elders and Fathers, 
with the Knowledge of his Truth, as it 
is in ſeſus, which gave them an Under- 
ftanding that the humane Part in Man, 
which is from the Earth, tho' never ſo 


learned, cannot act in Things divine, 


which is bcyond its Sphere; therefore 
they found a Neceſſity to throw them- 
ſelves on a higher Power, that worked 
in them; which by the Diſcoveries it 
made, was known to be a divine Light, 
and Grace from Chriſt, for the Salvation 
of every Manthat cometh into the World, 
that gives heed thereto; that they may 
witncis the Miniſtration of Condemna- 
tion, to the very Root of Iniquity; 
which is to be conſumed in the Fire, 
that a Way may be opened to a more 
glorious Miniftration of Righteouſneſs, 
pertormed by the Spirit of God, which 
makes up the Baptiſm of Chriſt, where- 
by we have Fellowſhip, one with ano- 
ther; and the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Son of God, thus circulated in his Mem- 
bers, cleanſeth them from all Sin, by 
which a divine Communion and Fellow- 
ſhip is partook of between Chriſt and his 
OE Church, 


971. 


Church, who cannot live without that 
Bread which cometh down from above, 
and that Water that is in Believers a di- 
vine Well ſpringing up in them to ever- 
laſting Life. But theſe Points of Doc- 
trine not being my immediate Concern, 
but as it may diſcover the Perfection of 
their Principles, and the Inconſiſtency 
this Trading in Bond ſlaves hath with the 


Teſtimonies of theſe laſt Promulgators of 


the good old Goſpel, of the Good-will of 


him who appear'd unto Mo/es in the Buſh, 


in which they were conſtrained to mini- 
ſter of that ſame Love that abounded in 
them to others, without Exception, that 


they might partake of the fame Salvation 
by it; and there are many living Wit- 
neſſes, that are as Seals of their Teſtimo- 


nies, that they were of God, having par- 


took of the ſame divine Lite and Power 
with them, who were in their own Eyes, 
and the Eftimation of the World, as the 
. Offscouring of all Things, becauſe of their 
Weakneſs and Meanneſs; by which is ma- 


mifeſted to be the Lord's Strength and 


Power thro* them, who choſe the weak 
Things of the World to confound the 


mighty; who as with the Jaw-bone of an 
Aſs flew the Philiſtines Heaps upon 


Heaps, that no Fleſh ſhould glory in its 


Wiſdom, 


19 
Wiſdom, or Strength, or Riches, but in 
the Knowledge of the Lord, which ex- 
erciſeth Loving-Kkindneſs, Judgment and 
Righteouſneſs in the Earth; by ſhew- 
ing Mercy, and pleading the Cauſe of 
the Innocent, and ſetting the Oppreſſed 
free; and as it was what the Lord de- 
lighted in, ſo it was the very Drift of 
their Teſtimonies, which they recom- 

mended in the Power and Love of God, 
unto all Men among whom they travel- 
led, without which they declared Faſts, 
and Sabbaths, and Sacrifices, were un- 
acceptable unto him; for they were Sons 
of Thunder againii all Perſecution; and 
Oppreſſion, whether in Liberty or in 
Eſtate, or Perſon, that all might enjoy 
Freedom, both inwardly and — 5 
as may be ſeen by their Epiſtles to the 
then Powers, and cſpecially to the Prieſts 
of the Nations, who in thoſe Times were 
ſo dark, that they oppreſſed the Poor of 
their own Flock, and even thoſe that 
could not receive of their Miniſtry; be- 
ing come to an Underſtanding, that no 
Oppreſſor can be a Minifter of Chriſt, 
nor have Fellowſhip with thoſe whoſe 
Life is in the unrighteous Mammon, got- 
ten by Oppreſſion, which G. Fox calls an 
unreaſonable Cruelty and Bondage, which 
is 
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is contrary to the Nature of the Goſpel 
they were Sharers of; and to the Pre- 
cepts of Mahomet ; Who faith, If Slaves 
have recourſe to you, redeem them, and 
in Chap. xix. of his Alcoran, Alms is ap- 
inted for the Poor, for them that re- 
commend themſelves to God, to redeem 
Slaves, and ſuch as are in Debt: And in 
his xith Chap. Detain nothing from your 
Neighbours, defile not the Earth: But 
you have not only detained the Goods of 
others, but their Wives ard Children 
alſo, Oh horrible! then in ſuch as pre- 
tend to be Preachers of Chriſt. Whom 
the Turks on ſhall be a Witneſs in the 
Day of Judgment againft ſuch as obey 
not his Law; and they confeſs in their 
nid Chap. That St. John declares Chriſt 
to be the Word conceived and brought 
forth without the Touch of Man, He 
being then conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
Whoſe Son can he be but God's? Ares 
by he is perfectly able to recover the 
whole relapſed Creation, and his Blood 
circulating in our Heart thro' the Holy 
Ghoſt, will guide us in his Law. And 
ſhall we think to perfect by the Fleſn 
that which was begun in the Spirit? 
which cauſed them to lay down many 
Things, not only for their preſent BR 
OY Hut 


= TI) 7 
but becauſe of the evil Ground and Ori- 
ginal from whence they ſprung: Here 


was no Liberty then in the Church for 


ſuch groſs Impiety, when they would 
not ſo much as hire, or accept of the 
Price of a Slave to enrich themſelves 
for if the Root be evil, the Fruit can- 
not be good, but curſed unto us, in that 


it cats out the Good like a Canker in 


many Families where I have dwelt; 


which I was ſenſible proceeded from this 
evil Diſcipline to our Brethren and Chil- 


dren, whereby we may draw our whole 


Race atter us to Deſtruction by ſuch a 
barbarous Education, which is the High 
Road thereto, that 1t hath ſpread over 


ſome Nations like a Leproſy. Remem- 


ber Dives in Hell teared his Brethren fol- 
lowing him, not from a Principle of Love 
in the Damned, but as far as he had been 
inſtrumental to their Damnation, they 


might add to his Torment. And what 
hath more introduced Iniquity amongſt 
us, and hindered the divine Birth from 
coming forth, than this Trade? There- 


fore let every Soul that regards its own 
Good, beware that they defile not their 


Habitations by touching therewith, and 


further the Work; for ff there were no 


Buyers, there would be-no Sellers; was 


the 
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the Cauſe removed the Effect would ceaſe; 
which would directly x ig Trade, and 
manifeſt to every open Eye, the Capti- 
vity of thoſe that have them. But this 
is not to be while the Devil rules in the 
Children of Diſobedience; yet let us that 
rofeſs (as all true Chriſtians are) to be 
led by the Spirit of God, which changes 
not, but as in the Beginning, ſo does now 


lead thoſe that obey it into all Truth, 


which ſelected them from the World, to 
bear their Teſtimonies againſt the Cor- 
ruptions of the Times, and to confeſs, 
and proclaim many excellent Doctrines 


ol the univerſal Redemption by the Grace 


of God unto which they directed us, and 
recommended their Teſtimonies as a Safe- 
guard to us from Deceivers, by which 
there is an infallible Diſcerning of Spirits, 
and diſcovers the Ground and Tendency 
of every Thought and Principle, where- 
by we come forward to Perfection, ac- 
cording to the Meaſure of the Gift of 
Chriſt, that is perfect, which to the Glo- 


ry of the eternal Truth of God is own=. 
cad, thro' that Power that raiſed Jeſus, 


as the firſt Fruits of the Reſurrection 


from the Dead, who is the Well-ſpring 


of all our Mercies, thro” his Blood, and 


is aſcended on high, making Interceſſion 


for 
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for us, and has given Gifts unto Men for 


their Perfection. But what haft thou to 
do with this Diſpenſation, that haſt not 
diſcerned thy own Spirit and Condition? 
How ſhalt thou miniſter to Spirits in Pri- 
ſon? Thou that teacheſt a Man ſhould 
not ſteal, but work with his Hands the 
Thing which is good; and yet doſt thou 
become a Receiver, which by the out- 

ward Law is judged together? and blame 

Agypt and Babylon for „ eee and 
yet be guilty of the ſame 


the Turks? into whoſe” Hands we have 
ut the. Sword' againft poor Chriſtian 
Slaves, whom they efteem as Infidels, 


et force them to build their ocz 
emples: With what Regret then do 


we behold the ſame Practice among 11 


Sectaries of Chriſtians? which manifeſt 
thar the Church of Chriſt is over them 
all: For as nothing is more hateful than 
Oppreiſion, which will make a wiſe Man 
_ ſo what can more contradict itfelf, 
than to deny the Uſe of the 'carnal Sword, 
and yet receive of the Prey, which at beſt 


33 


is but gained by the Power thereof? S9 

that this Trade is far wide of Friends 

Principles in the Beginning; and is o t6 

all them that are led by the ſame . 
ä An 
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can we anſwer this tothe Heathen, or to 
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And ſhall we be ſo implicit, as not to ſee 
ſuch unjuft Practices which the darkeft 
Times of Apoſtacy has not exceeded? 


To what Purpoſe then is it to ſuch to 


pretend to a Reformation? Therefore 


approach not the Altar with them, nor 


aſſemble amongſt ſuch that can receive 
into their Churches ſuch notorious Filth- 


thineſs, unleſs thou go to reclaim them, 


or teſtify againſt them, as Friends did 
againſt ſuch in the Beginning; nor have 
Fellowſuip with ſuch as ſacrifice to this 
Idol, leſt the Conſciences of thoſe be de- 
filed, whoſe Zeal is for the Promotion 
of the Truth, knowing that the Luke- 
warm the Lord will ſpue out of his 
Mouth, unto which he will not return : 
Which is an Anſwer unto thoſe, who 
finding that their Teſtimonies againſt 
Oppreſſion return upon their own Heads, 
they would have this Practice left paſſive, 
as tho” it were a light Thing that they 
commit the Abomination which they 
commit here, Mo have filled the Land 


with Violence, and provoked the Lord to 


Auger, and lo they are like them that make 


Sport or Mock, Ezek. iii. 17. as if the 


Liberty of a Man and his Poſterity was 
2 Matter indifferent: But, Beloved, was 
it your own Caſe, you would then make 
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it, as indeed it is, the weighty Matters 
of the Law, judgment, Juſtice, and 
Charity which is Love, which is the 
greateſt, of all: But what avails it to li- 
mit the Garb to the Contempt of the 
Miniſtry, like tithing of Mint, if it 
ſprings not from the inward Ground, 
which will ſhew itſelf in the outward 
Man alſo; and though I thus ſmite thts 
Evil on you, it ſhall be to thoſe that 
knows my: Spirit, as Oil which will not 
XIX. But ſome object, that they may 
be brought to the Chtiſtian Religion 
thereby, which is the greateſt of Charity. 
Which diſeovers the great Darkneſs this 
I. rade brings with it 3 tho the A poſtle 
faith of fuch; that do Evil for Good to 
come, their Damnation is: juſt; anddt;as 
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well, known; that the Ground - of 1 this _ 
Trade had no ſuch; Intention; however 
our, Saviour's Rule diſcovers it, By the 
Fruit the.Tree is known, Which produces 
amongſt us no ſueh Conſequence ; for 
how ſhould you be Inſtruments to gain 
them to the Goſpel, who have joined, or 
had Fellowſhip with their Enemies in 
countenancing the Trade, - by receiving 
of the Benefit; but Chriſt's Church will 
not be built up by that Power, * 
4 ; able 
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able to take the Kingdom from others, 


and give it unto them. And tho? they 


may be bad in their own Country, yet 


Vengeance is 'the Lord's, and he will 
repay it in due Tim. 
And ſome alſo offer, that they: are un- 


Ader ſuch a Neceſſity to be ſupported by 
the Labour of Bondſlaves, that they can- 
not live without them. 8e might the 
- Mafters of the Gally-Slaves anſwer; But 
if it is ſo, it were better to loſe that 


Life, that we may find a Life in Righ- 


terniinefs ; ; whleh I am” ſenſible; in the 
loweſt Ebbof Poverty, cannot ſubmit to 


any unjuſt Means for a Living, and yet 
begs not its Bread, but ko its Sup- 
t from the Providence of God, Which 
dauſeth the Graſs to grow forthe Cath, 
A on whom the "Eyes of all Creatures 
uit, and he gives them their Food in 
dus Fel u ho opens his Hand, and 
ſatisfies the Defire os every living ng Thing; . 


and ſhall we -diftruſt this Providence” 


whoare under the Go ſpel, -unto whom the 
the Kingdom and 


the Righteouſneſs thereof, all other 
Thin 25 hall be added; ſufficient for the 
Day 1. the Evil thereof ; and much more 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel who arc to 
IP by it ; for ſurely, 3 overflow 
oils 2 in 
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in Spirituals, that you are able to mini- 
ſter unto the Church for the Good of 
Souls, you need not go back to the 
Heathen for Support in 5 X68 
if theſe Things offered are contrary to 
the Openings of Truth in any Soul, let 
not ſuch be wanting in tender Love to 
inform me better; which I have endea- 
voured in à private Manner, by writing 
to many concerned, eſpecially Miniſters, 
but received not from any the lcaſt Any 
wer or Satisfaction of its Conſiſtency 
with either N ature, Reaſon, Humanity, 
or. Morality, and much leſs with Chri- 


ſianity, : Therefore, becauſe of the 
Love that I bear to Truth and Juſtice, 
it remained; as a Burden to my Lite, 
until I in ſome Meaſure, according to 
my weak Capacity, expreſſed my ſclt afy 
ter this Manner, to lay. open the Ground 
and. Nature thereof, as a Caution to thoſe 
that have not gonſidered it, and that 1 
might diſcharge my Conſcience, before 
J go hence, as a Duty incumbent to my, 
Brethren; that we may all ſee our Place 
and Service in the Creation, during our 
hort Abode in Lime, that nothing may 
kinder our Happineſs to Eternity; and 
tho ſome ſhould reſiſt the Truth until 
their Underſtandings become dark 1127 
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that Principle, which would have diſ- 
covered it fully unto them, in the Day 
of their Viſitation, yet the Truch and its 
Witneſſes will be clear of their Blood z 
tho' their Loſs, as Feruſutem's, may be 
lamented, in that they have reſiſted ſo 
many Viſitations of the Love of God; 
whereby they might, as pruned Branches, 
have ſhewn forth the Work of the Hoſ- 
bandman, and diſplay'd untò the Hea- 
then throughout" the Earth, the Nature 
of the Vine that bore them; and then 
beautiful would they have appeared uns 
to them, being ſhod with the Prepara- 
tion of the Goſpel, of Peace, but terrible 
as'an Army with Banners, againſt the 
Whore and all her unri ighteous Merchan- 
dize. But how is this Beauty defaced, 
by thine Eye becoming Eil towards thy 
Brother, which hath darkned thy whole 
Body; and by how much thou haſt been 
enlightned, by ſo much the more art thou 
become dark, or thou wouldſt have un- 
derſtood, that all Unrighteouſneſs is ſhut 
out of the Kingdom; How then ſhall 
the Unrighteous teach, or overſee, or 
diſcipline the Church, that have not ru- 
led for God in their own Houſes, but 
have mixed with the Heathen for Ad- 
vantage, until they have loſt the —_— 
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of the Goſpel; which hath been the 
greateſt of Sorrows to thoſe, that are 
ſenſible from whence ſuch are fallen, and 
for all that are concerned or ſuffer by the 
Trade. If David ſo much lamented for 
the Fall of one beloved Jonathan, how 
ſhall the very Earth mourn for the Fall 
of Multitudes that are born of her ! And 
much more let ſuch Prieſts or Teachers, 
that have not preached a better Doctrine 
than this, either in Precept or Example, 


let them lay their Mouths in the Duſt, 
and mourn between the Porch and the 
Altar, that it may pleaſe the Lord who 
is Rich in Mercy, to work their Re- 
demption, leſt while they preach to o- 
thers, they themſelves become Caftaways, 
and draw their Flock with them to Per- 
dition. Ah! my Friends! to behold 
the Miniſtry and Sanctuary polluted with 

this Filthineſs, is Sorrow of Heart (be- 
yond what may be mentioned) to ſuch 
as conſiders the Worth of Souls. Let 
ſuch behold and ſee, if there is any Sor- 
row to be compared to it; which God 
is my Witneſs I would rather have cho- 
ſen to have bewailed in the Wilder- 
neſs, were it his Will, than thns to have 
appeared againſt a Crime ſo much in Re- 


queſt; which promotes Idleneſs and 
T haughti- 
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haughtineſs in the Rich, and hinders the 
Poor from Bread; which being Evils in 
the Commonwealth, engaged me for the 
Welfare of all to give forth this Teſti- 
mony, that if — I may be clear of 
it and you, before my great Creator, and 
as you will anſwer it before his Tribunal, 
let it go forth as you may ſee its Seryice 
in Righteouſneſs; without ſtriking at 
any Creature, but at the Evil in all, that 
the Cauſe may be removed, and that the 
Creation may be governed by Love, and 
this Practice diſowned in all Mankind, 
and eſpecially by all that name the Name 
of eins, that every Creature under the 
whole Heavens may be delivered from 
Oppreſſion, as well as 


"> 


Ralph Sandiford. 
elle 
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Dear Friends ad Bet, 5 8 


. | 6 —_ i came wy orth With 
85575 5 170 + the Coucurreuce of the Meet- 
ing; unto.whon I would haue 

offered it, but was repulſed by the 1 59 
ſeers; hie if. this. does not /atisfy you, 


it is in n Heart 10 deſire your farther 


Freedom with me herein, that all Offexces 


may be removed according to the Ability, the 


Lord gives mes. 


8 M3} 


If the Cir cumflance of the Meeting ad 
brew ſuch, it would have been Jay unto me, 
whereby [ ſholild not have known the Bap- 
tiſm I have been baptized with thro' thoſe 
that were as my Life, being begotten by the 
ſame Love, into the Faith which gives Vic- 
tory 


— 
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tory over the Spots of the World; and ſhall 


we forſake this Hand, to take the Arm of 


Flejb, aud captiuate the Heathen for cur 
bodily Support © The Senſe of it hath bur= 
dened my Life Night and Day, to behold 


ſuch go into it, to the corrupting of the 


World, that they can without ſhame or 
remorſe fell them at Vendues like Beaſts, 
in a Chriſtian Country, where we were 
called forth into that Power tHro' which 
we might have kept it out of both Church 
and State, which now does more Hurt a- 
mongſft us than. gither Atheiſts or Deiſts: 
Aud this I offer as a true Witneſs \, that 
it were better we had never known the 
Truth, than afterwards to charge Sin on it, 
as tho* it admitted of ſuch Practices. He 
that can receive it let him; if otherwiſe, 


J leave to God the Judge of all, before 


whom, and the whole Hoſt of Heaven, the 


Truth thereof will be manifeſted; and in 
the Interim I have eaſed 'my Spirit in as 
ſoft a Stile as I could, to remove that Bur- 


den under which I was cruſhed as under a 


Mountain, thro this Earthlineſs in the 


efteemed Religions, which ſo daxkned my 
Underftanding, that all ſeemed loſt unto me, 


being ſwallowed up in it thro the Violence 


of the Tempeſt, that the Elements which 
ſhould have been Subjects, prevailed oven 
„ —n mne, 


10 
1 
+ 
. 
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| 
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ne, which put Nature out 0 Ml Courſe, © 

* _ the Hefacing of the hole Body, bal I w 
45 4 SN uuto you bacanſe thereof . W. 
= as thy the Rod was on my ow Baek, 

J /uffered with them inthe natural Body, i 2 

which I would vindicate them in ſuch Lan- 
guage as proceeded from the Exaſperation 
of Oppre/Jion ; which I am not about to vin 
dicate, 4 to acknowledge my Infirmitjes 
under the Provocation; and the Lord's Mer- 
cies in my Deliverance, who knows where- 
of we are made, and; remembers that we 

are but Duft; that tho' I was as ſwallows 
ed up in Deſperation, yet he cauſed the Sea 


. Derance from * /f rh Bondage and 
Poſe 


© Darkneſs, aud my vation rd the 
> Sea,” whore I was roffed in Heights ind 
- Depths more than on the outward Oc 


riquity ; whereby be reſtore me to the 
Land of the Living, whore 1 am known 


my you; to remain 
Your F riend, and Brother, 


K. S. 


- %. 
+ 


20 be gp! that I , 1 ng of my Deli- 


that I was given up as Fewel for the Fire 
of Hell; in all which I beheld the: Mork 
of the Lora, and his Wonders in the ep, 
dere he cauſed his Light to ſhine again 

; gow me, and mine Eye to ſee beyond the 
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POSTSOREPT. 


In a LETTER to a Friend. 


MV! Friend, 


INV Anſwer: 10 1 Ohject ions _—_ 
te foregoing Treatiſe, recommended 


to that Wifdem which penetrates be- 
yond the Expreſſion to the Intent 


N Meaning; and if it anſwers the 
0 Witneſs of "T, 5urh, let us help a weak 

Brother, and perfell what is lacking 
Zet rather than offend, I would farther 


open my Mind unto thee. 


Under m wy: ſeleFeſt cg when 


9 T7 Wg and Principle was truly 
weighed, 


L 


weighed, it was not that which WA e- 
ſeemed by, Men, but the Innocency that 
defired the Reforation of a all Things, as 
in the Beginning, which an nfwered the 
Holy Un&ion' in me, knowing ihat the 
ko Creation groans together with the 
Sons of God to be disburthened from the 
Curſe it lies under, . which ſhould } hum= 
Ble 10 (as the Cauſe of this Evil in the 
Creation) rather than give us Delight 
in 22 455 ith the Beaſt in the Beaſts 
Natare.. et if if We want Faith in that 
Power that protefied Daniel from the 
Lions, « and Et ves Vidory | over Serpents, 

2 removes 285 pins, we muß, needs, 
44 the f 55 Pris fle in Nature, defend 
our Hf - an as nothing contrary 
thereto 1s offered, was it reteived. 7 
the : Jame 1 in which it is given to the I 

ver's of Truth and Fu i 71 it would aut 
beep batter under flood by the e arift of ; the 
Subject, which oppoſes not avecefſary mar- 
| kingthe Creatures for Di iffincti ion, but 
tends to a general Compaſſion to all Crea- 
tures, ' that they be not. {hy ough Idleneſs 
or Ea, hi dre of theis natural Benes 


1 Fits, 


* 
N 
gs *: 


4 
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js, or to deſtroy the ravengus Bech 
Hal ment. without Mercy, haug ugh t 
ſees noi the Service the Wiſe Guten h 
pointed; i. But what can 2% thou. er 
or the Deficing of Dogs s, and other 
Creatures, who for their Love and Ser- 
vice to us we thus ungratefully requite, 
and perhaps for ſuch Idlenefs,. as to ys 4 
Hear or a Bull at a Sale. And al, 0 
to trim Cocks for Fighting, and after 
all this tie the poor Creature: to a take 
to throw at it. I not this a Shame to - 
Religion and 2 de rument, where fuch 
7551. Wa are fi ſuffered an "Peneath Fes 
muh Va which ſh 375 teac. 7 th 40 
In del vering oy Orell ed, . 60 hate 
; Barbarity 'y, 9925 95 e peels / to. e 50 
way "able to He ee, 5 which 
brings up our N M5 71 925 and 
00% s of Spir 1 240 $ this is buk 
evading the Matter * armed at, whic 7 
7m a buf 2 d bar ſe loves with this 745 
ding in Mank ind, which i 7s Ae tg 
the Publick, but more eſpecially tothe 
Common-wealth of? Iſrael ; which raiſed a4 
Jr a Zeal in me for the Houſe of the 
Lord, 


n 
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Lord, which would have even conſumed 

me, had mot 1 witneſſed againſt this 

Rottenneſs and Hypocriſy that would in- 
troduce itſelf among ſi the Saints, where 
by, as Way-marks, they lead many into 
\ -#he ſame corrupt Practice, which is 
contrary to the Principle of Truth, 
which is over the Heads of ſuch Tranſ= | © 
greſſors, that the Righteous in all Chur- I 
ches are undefiled with it, for their 
Bodies are the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt 
to dwell in, which they cannot defile | 
with Babylon, who is Harloted from 
the Truth to feed upon the Fleſh, or re- 
ceive Nouriſhment from the Blood of the 
$007 Negro or Indian Captive, or 
' = -whomſoever elſe that raverous Nature 
| (which is the Beaſt's Mark) has Power 
11 prey upon. But their Souls are fed 
| by the Fleſh and Blood of Chriſt, and 
they drink into the One Spirit, which all 
the Righteous under all the foregoing | 
Diſpenſations drank of, and their Bo- | 
dies are fed by the Providence of God, | 
which 1s a Myſtery to thoſe that are } 
ravened from this Divine Life in 


Chriſt, 
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Chrift, and have debaſed their Bodies thus 
to feed upon the Labour of Bond/Iaves, that 
the Heathen ſay, did we believe in the Pro- 
miſes of the Goſpel, we ſhould never make 
ſo poor a Change for this Gain, which brings 
our Souls into Captivity ; that the Cry is, 
What ſhall wedo for Dcliverance ! which 
would not ſo have been, had we kept our 
Habitation in the Light, which would have 
diſcovered the Captivity it would naturally 
bring forth, which ouly the noble Mind that 
can do as they would be done by can get 
clear from; who cannot put away the an- 
cient Slaves to ſuffer, or ſell them to worſe 
Maſters, thereby to add Sin to Siu; but 
ould rather, if they have Capacity in their 
Youth, when the Offering might be gccept= 
ed of the Lord, ſet them free, being furniſh= 
ed with x Trade and Neceſſaries ; but ra- 
ther let us with their Conſent ſend then 
back into their own Country, it would preach 
more to them and to the Univerſe than the 
| whole Life of the beſt Orator ; but if they 
Dill not go back, let them know that our 
Religion will not ſuffer us to keep them in 
Bondage, therefore procluim the Jubilee f 
the Goſpel uuto them, that they may g 
forth freely, for where the Spirit of the Goſs 
pel is, there is Liberty; and if the Iufſu- 


ence of ſuch Love engages them to ftay with 
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thee, thou mayſt be clear as to them, it be- 
ing their own Conſent, which is not a Cove- 
nant for their Children, or unborn Seed, 
therefore let us bring them up in a humane 
and a Chriſtian Education, that they may 
be capacitated at a proper Age, of doing for 
themſelves, both for this World and the 
World to come; for the more we have tranſ= 

greſſed in the Thing, the more noble ſhould 
wwe be to recompence them, according to our 
ſeveral Circumſtances, that we may ſtand 
juſtified in the Sight of God and good Men, 
and then ſhall we be free indeed, and the 
Teſtimony of Truth exalted, which hath al- 
<ways dwindled according as this Trade is 
encouraged , for juſt is the Lord in all his 
Ways, aud perfect in all his Attributes, 
who gives to this evil Seed its own Body, 
which thou mayſt underſtaud by the Fruit 
it brings forth e Something thercof is deli= | 
vered to us by Morgan Godwin, a Mini 
ſter of the Church of England in Barba- | 
does, in his Advocate tor Slaves, dedica- | 
4 ted to the Biſhop of Canterbury, ſaying, | 
They are worſe than the Roman Tyrants, | 
1 © who chaſtiſed their Bondwomen with | 
© their Breaſts and Shoulders bare only, | \ 
but theſe who before were quite naked | 
all but a little of their middle parts, | 
* have this alſo uncovered ; the Miſtreſs, 
| * to | 
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to the Shame of her Sex, not bluſhing 
to be preſent (an Effect, it's poſſible, 
of their believing Negroes to be but 
Brutes) amongſt a Company of Boys 
and Men, to witneſs the Execution no 
leſs than to prevent Compaſſion: The 
Tormentor (always of the Sex Maſcu- 
line, to keep even Pace with ourSatyriſt's 
Words no leſs than with her immunity, 
Et cedit, douec laſſis cedentibus } 

ſeldom giving over before quite tired, 
which if too ſoon doth arguo Sloth, and 
is apt to be interpreted a Connivance; 


, a Crime big enough to endanger his 
Y Place, and to deprive him of the Ho- 
4 nour and Happineſs of being Archi- 


& 

C 

& 

c 

0 

c 

* Maſtix of the Negroes for cver after; 

* which certainly are Inhumanities of the 

© rankeſt kind, and no leſs needing to be 
7 | * reſtrained by ſome wholeſome and good 

© Laws, than were the like formerly ex- 

* erciſed by the Spaniards upon the poor 

Americans, from which by a Bull of 

© Charles V. then King of Hain and Em- 

* peror, they were moſt gractoutly relea- 

* ſed : For which theſe alſo do ſeem to 

cry, with their utmoſt earneſtneſs unto 

the Government at home, not doubting 

b but that in time they ſhall be heard. 
5 I could relate abundance of this kind, wy 
| Hel 
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1 
their Groans ſtill ring in mine Ears; but for 
thy right underſtanding, recur to the fountain 
and open the door of the Court of the Sauctu- 
ary, and go in and behold the wicked Ab- 
ominations of the Times, Eck. viii. 7. and 
thou wilt ſee their Myſtery of Iniquity open 
as a Fountain of Blood, all that iſſues from 
it is unclean ; therefore according to the 
Law of Separation, touch not therewith, 
left thou defile thy ſelf and thy Iſſue, and fo 
be cut off from the Commonwealth of Iſrael; 
and as we have no right to them in the be- 
ginuing, what then faith the Law, Ex. 21. 
16. He that ſtealeth a Man and ſelleth 
him, or if he be found in his hand, he ſhall 
ſurely be put to Death. So that if thou 
art willing to part with Chriſi, and ſilence 
the Goſpel, to recur to the Law for this 
Gain, had the Law admitted of it, then 
ſhouldft thou fulfil it in all Points, aud of- 
fer thy Sacrifices on the Jews Sabbath Day; 
and after all thou being of the Heathen 
Race, canſt have no Claim to that Per- 
miſſion or Licence from Moles to the Jews 
at that Time; for a Command it cannot he; 
for then all that bought not Slaves were 
Tranſgrefjors. Or, if thou art a natural 
ſew, where is thy Commiſſion from Heaven 
to leavs thy own Land to poſſeſs theſe Ne= 


groes, or canſt thou ſay they are the Gift 
0 


2 
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of the Lord unto thee. If ſo, thou woulaſt 
bring them into the Circumciſion, as our Fa- 
ther Abraham did, who was no Precedent 
to us in this Negro Trade, which was not 


found out till late Years. How then have 


uch Chriſtians manifeſted their Ignorance 


of the Goſpel, aud given the greateſt Scan- 


dal to the Reformation, and more eſpecially 
wwe that deny the carnal Sword to conſiſt 
with the Nature of the Goſpel, as it was 
pened to us when we ſat in our bea= 
venly Places in Chriſt Feſus, where 
there was Silence as it were for the Space 
of half an Hour, that we could not utter but 


ſilently wonder at the boundleſs Love of God 


in Chriſt, as it is extended univerſally un- 
to all Nations, Kindreds, Tongues and Peo- 
ples, and here, the eternal Fubilee, which 
gives Freedom to all (both inwardly and 
eatwardly ) is proclaimed, and the Sabbath 
witneſſed and poſſeſſed, which gives Reſt to 
the whole Creation of God, whether ant= 
mate or inanimate. But, my Friend, far 


ſhort of this art thou, that would keep the 


Creature in eternal Bondage, which hath 
been a Hindrance to the Progreſs of the Re- 


formation, being ſhort of the Church of Rome 


we reformed from; who is not ſo far dege- 
nerated, but that ſhe appoints a double Fu- 
bilee, as preferring the Goſpel beyond the 

Lau; 
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Law; that tho' ſhe has made Slaves with- 
out that Liberty from God, which was par- 
ticular to the Jews at that Time, if they 
corrupted not the Text, for truly it's the 
hardeſt Thing that was ſuffered to them, yet 
every Twenty-jroe Tears She ſets all free; 
in which is kept up the Repreſentation of 
the Univer/ality of the Goſpel, which is to be 
preached to all Nations; but theſes Hypo- 
crites have 10 Fubilee nor Bounds, but 
world it ſhould turn as an endleſs Wheel 
of Iniquity without ceaſing, would the Lord 
ſuffer Sin to reign with his own Eternity; 
How then can ſuch preach to the Heathen, 
of the Grace and Mercy of the Goſpel of 
Chrift, which is ſet forth to us by his Ex- 
ample when the Woinan was brought before 
him that was taken in the Act of Adultery, 
which was @ Breach of the moral Law 
written by the Finger of God, which this of 
Bond/Iaves was not; and tho! Moſes alſo 
commanded, Deut. xxii. 24. that both ſhould 
be ſtoned, yet the Lord freed her from that 
ſevere Nature in the Fetus, and the Seve- 
rity of the Law, commanding her to {in no 
more; thus his Goodneſs engaged to Repen- 
tance, and inſiead of deſtroyiug the Creature 
brought ſuch into the Kingdom. But had 
Chrift (who had Right over all Creatures } 
led any into Captivity, then world thou, 
perhaps, 


— 
f 
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perhaps, for thy plain Dreſs (tho' a Sword 
would better become thee } or for thy con- 


ceived Righteonſueſs , un-brought<forth, 


have aſſumed the ſame Prerogative But 
inftead thereof, tho' he was Lord of all 
Things, yet he lorded it not, but humbled 
himſelf, in which he is our Example, who 
is now exalted above all Heavens ; and ac- 


_ cording to his Promiſe the ſame Spirit in- 
Aueuced his Apoſtles, into which they bap- 
tiſed the Nations, that many believed in, 


and confeſſed to the ſame Power, to their 
Salvation; but had they made Merthay= 
diſe of the Liberties and Properties of Hu- 
mane Race, either ſtolen, or captivated by 


the Sword, which they teſtified againſt, 


then had they manifeſted themſelves Decei- 


vers. But Glory to God on high, whoſe e- 


ternal Power was with them, which tefti= 


fied for them in the Hearts of the Pecple, 
hat they were of God, becauſe of the Love 


that abounded in them, in which they ſoug hu 
all unto Chriſt. And even Mahomet, at 
his firſt promulguting his Dorine, ſits all 
Servants free, which gave a general tntro- 
duclion to his Religion; aud jh3il Chriftians 
that are bleſſed with Riches, be under Ne- 


 ce//ity to go into this Trade © Becauſe the 


Sun ſhines upon tt, {hail we like a Duug- 
hil caſt forth the more ill yavcur ;,, and thus 
| requite 
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requite the Lord for his Favour in giving us 
the Riches of the Earth, wherewith we 
might be of general Service in the Body, by 
employing of our own Poor, many of whom, 
in Countries where Slaves abound, want 
Bread; Labour being reduced that they 
tannot live by ite And if Children brought 
up among vlaves, are reduced, they cannot 
work; and if they ſteal, which they cau- 


not avoid, they muſt be hanged. In which 


(Vith Sir Thomas Moore, Lord Chan- 
cellor of England in his Commonwealth 
of Utopia) we be like evil Schoolma- 


teach their Scholars; by ſuffering our 
Youth wantonly and viciouſly to be 
brought up, and then puniſh them for 
committing thoſe Faults, which from 
their Youth they were ever like to do. 


make Thieves, and then puniſh them; 
with greater Severity than Moſes's Law, 
which was ungentle and ſharp, as gi- 
ven to Bondmen, yea, and them very 
obſtinate, ſtubborn and ftifi-necked, 
yet it puniſhed Theft by the Purſe, 
© and not with Death. And let us not 
© think that God, in the new Law of 
* Clemency and Mercy, under which he 
* ruleth us with Fatherly Gentleneſs, as 
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© his 


ſters, which be readier to beat than to 


I pray you, /aith he, what do you but 
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his dear Children, hath given us great- 
er Scope and Licence to the Exaction 
of Cruelty one upon another. Fur- 


thermore he ſuith, It is unreaſonable and 
pernictous to the Weal-publick, that 


a Thief and a Murtherer ſhould ſuffer 
equal and like Puniſhment: For the 
Thief, ſeeing that Man that is con- 
demned for Theſt, in no leſs Jeopardy, 


nor judged to leſs Puniſhment, than he 


that is Convict of Murder; thro' this 
Cogitation only, he 1s ſtrongly and for- 


cibly provoked, and in a manner con- 


ſtrained to kill him, whom elſe he 
would only have robbed, and is there- 
by in leſs Danger than if he had com- 
mitted but ſingle Felony. Therefore 
while we go about with ſuch Cruelty 
to make Thieves afraid, we provoke 
them to kill good Men. Aud ds to the 
Puniſhment, he recomiiends, That they 
make Reſtitution to the Owner, and 
themſelves be condemned to be La- 
bourers in the common Works, accord- 
ing to their Crimes; and if they refuſe 
to labour, that they be not only united 
in Chains, but forwarded with Stripes; 
but being diligent, live without Re- 
buke;* whereby their Vices are deſtroyed, 


and the Man ſaved, by being broke of a 
() 


VICIOUS 


-- 
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vicious Habit, which is the trus End of 
Puniſbment. But ſuch'as are: Comvitt of 
heinous Triſpaſſes, to be condemned in- 
© to. Stone Quarries, and Mines to dig 
Metal, there to be kept in Chains all 
© the Days of their Life; which is à li- 
ving Death, aud may be too ſevete, to mi- 
nifter Judgment on Offenders otherwiſe. 
than as Metal or Medicine under the Han 
of the Chymift, who portions his Fire atcord- 
ing to their: Impurity, that it may purge the 
Droſs or conſume the evil Quality; but 
when they are purged, they come forth for 
Service; ſo. might theſe Criminals to th. 
Benefit of the Publick, and the Satisfaction 
aud Honour of the Legiſlators, who have 
ſaved them, yet ſo as hy ire; which ig 
greater Terror to Lazineſs than Deaths 
How then can we lay this Violence in cold 
Blood on thoſe that never injured us? And 
if thou efleems them a bad People, we hats 
the leſs Reaſonto deſire them amongst us 3 
but to our Shame we muſt confeſs we are the 
Cauſe ; for when they are at quiet amongst 
themſelves, we bribe them to the Mort, and 
put the Nation in Arms to prey upon the Cap 
tives, therefore the Sint lies at our Door, 
who not only trapan the Children bathing iu 
their Rivers but take them from the Boſom 
of their Parents { unleſs they will ſubmit 5 

To the 


the [ame eternal Captivity J : vut Alſo ſteal 
them in the.Woods,. the Husband from the 


Wife, - which: cauſeth the Curſe to us, and 
ſuch Sorrow. to them that they many times 


e themſelves thro' ſuch unexpreſſible 
zolence, which thou mayſt the better un- 
derſtand hy laying the ſame Fate to thy own 
ſelf ; for. ſhould they att thus unto thee, 
world thou not as they. do, . curſe ſuch 
and their God, that led them unto ſuch 

Cruelty, aud call upon the God of Fuſtice 
to revenge the Needs. 

_ Thus far having cleared my ſelf of this 
Trading in Bond/Iqves, as inconſiſtent with 
the Docriue aud Spirit of Chriſt, and a 
Denial of the wonderful Goodneſs of God, 


and that Providence which opened theſe A. 
 merican Parts for. a Poſſe//ion to the Euro- 


peans, many of. whom came here to viudi- 
cate their native Freedom, which greatly 
preached the Value of it, yet even ſome of 
theſe when they got into Power and Riches, 
made that an Argument of their Neceſſity 
to violate the Liberties of others, by brings 
ing. in or receiving of Negro or Indian Bond- 


/laves, ta the debaſing of Humanity, and 


which is worſe" the forſaking of this Pro- 
videuce of God, to feed upon the Fleſh and 
Blood of Slaves, inſtead of Chrifl. But 
this not being an Argument to Unvelevers, 
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all dired the C oncluſion of this Letter to 
that Publick Spirit, which never ſpould be 


ſeparated from Humanity, that it may be 


conſidered the Injury it doth the Common- 
Wealth to convert or rather pervert the 
Power and Riches of a Nation, to create 


foreign Slaves to ftep into the Trades and 


Employments of our own People, that dare 
not or are not able to purchaſe them. 

And ſuch as can ſacrifice that true Bri- 
_ tiſh Spirit, to purchaſe Slaves, muſt needs 
Le corrupt in the Government, and more e- 


Specially in Offices of Truft ; who having 
broken the Royal Law of Humane Nature 


in the greateſt Degree, by keeping the Crea- 
ture and their Seed in perpernal Bondage, 
"ſuch may very well ſubvert Fuſtice in the 
© leſſer; for being wonted thus to lord it over 
heir Faves, their Natures become ſowered 
"Jo as to deſire to deprive us alſo; thinking 
it more Honour ſo to govern us, whom N 
Have as much right to. 


With what Care ought we then to rout 
ſuch out of the Legiſſative Power, leſt we 


He brought into the Jamie Captivity, and the 


Liberties and Privileges of fo free a Colony 
aud beneficial Commonwealth to poor Peo= 
ple be deſtroyed, as it is in the Weſt-In- 
dies, and meaſurable ſo here, oy ſetting up 


the Rich in Arbitrary Power, and the to- 
tas 


3 

tal Hindrance of the Poor from Bread, or 
at beſt levels their Labour at the Price of 
Bond/laves; and where ſball we and our 
Children then be? I would rather leave to 
the Fudicions to conſider than to determine 
to you the Senſe 1 have of the Fruit ſo vile 
a Root will naturally bring forth, of Impoſi= 
tion in the Church, aud in the State Ar- 
bitrarineſS and Tyranny, and Baſtneſs of 
Spirit; therefore before my Departure from 
you, as my laft Legacy, I am conſtrained 
in the univerſal Love of the Brotherhood, 
to adviſe you as a Matter that much con- 
eerns you, to chuſe ſuch Repreſentatives for 
the Body, as fears God and hates Covetouſ 


_ neſs, who would rather ſacrifice their own 


Iutereſt than defile themſelves or theGovern= 
ment with this unnatural Mixture, which 
corrupts the State, and takes away the Free- 
dom and that Bleſſing which is more thats 


all the World to all ſuch as can ſet to their 
Seals that they are trae Philadelphians, 
as ſuch my Deſires are for your Welfare as 
ny o. | : 


Therefore, Friendly Reader, if thos 


art a Lover of Chrift, or of common Fuſt= 


ice, deſtroy not this Teftimony,. nor hinder 
its going forth, whether for Reproof or Cau- 
tion, but rather with it add thine own A.. 
bilities, as a farther Teſtimonial * 

| THE 
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the Seamen and Merchants of: Babylon, 
who. have, by this Trade . corrupted this 
New World; buy which ve may judge of 
its Original, and obſerve how Sin works 
its own Deftiny, that ſuch as abuſe the 
Mercies of God are Deſtroyers of their own 
Natures ; For this Cauſe, ſaith the Apo- 
file, many are ſickly and weakly amongſt 
you, and ſome are fallen aſleep ; and 
though we cannot go beyond our appointed 
Time, yet we many Times ſhorten it, and 
make it to us miſerable ; ſo that if thou art 
one that believes not in Revealed Religion, 
thou mayſt ſee by the Fruit it brings * 
aud the Afiidion attending it, the Iucou- 
ſiſteucy it bath with Natural Religion, for 
Men gather not Grapes from. Thorns, or 
Figs from Thiftles ; and this being the 
Product from that Ground, it hath been a 
Thorn in your Sides, and herein is the 
Fuſtice of God manifefled on the Heads of 
the Violators of his Law in Nature, that 
ſuch as live by it, have Torment and Sor- 
row with it, that they even gnaw their 
Tongues for Pain, the Repreſentation of 
Hell; and like Devils incarnate they have 
ſought their Satisfaction in tormenting the 
Creature; the Sight and Senſe thereof hath 
cauſed great Suffering in me to behold the 
Afflited under ſuch cruel Bondage; and 
| "Ip 


. 

yet their Maſters in worſe Captivity thas 
; their Bond/laves ;* of which 1275 ftreight= 
: ned to declare, and would rather conclude 
that Godlineſs is great Riches, having 
the Promiſe of the Life that now is, and 


that which is to comm. TIN 
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